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Grady (45) p 153, makes the following observation “With the “attitude adjustment” of Henry VIII 
occurring in answer to the martyr’s prayer, “Open the King’s eyes,” we stand in awe at God’s mov- 
ing of the apostrophe, three-quarters of a century later to, “Open the KINGS’ eyes!” ” 


Of James’ attitude to the Puritans, Dr Ruckman (16) p 412, states: “James was supposed to have said 
that Presbyterianism “agreeth as well with monarchy as God and the Devil.” Subjective bigots 
(ready to catch at any straw in the wind) would take such a statement to mean that James rejected 
the idea of a New Testament local church; however, the Presbyterianism James spoke of was the Re- 
formed brand of Calvin’s theocracy at Geneva: it was a MONARCHY within itself and just as deadly 
to a nation as the popacracy at Rome.” 


Of Thomas Helwys, Ralston states: “The Puritans and Baptists, both sincere and holy people, re- 
sisted the attempt to be brought under the authority of the Bishop. The ageing James had given reli- 
gious freedom but now, without his approval, the Puritans suffered persecution by the official 
church. In 1612, James imprisoned Thomas Helwys, a Baptist preacher. Helwys had preached that 
the King and the Church of England had no right to dictate religious beliefs for English subjects.” 


In no way does Ralston condone James’ treatment of Helwys. However, his description of Helwys’ 
preaching appears closer to the truth than our critic’s evaluation of it as “a plea for liberty of con- 
science for all.” 


William Estep, in The Anabaptist Story pp 223-224 refers to Helwys’ “vigorous plea for complete 
religious liberty” and cites some of its salient passages: 


“Heare, o king, and dispise not ye counsell of ye poore, and let their complaints come before thee. 
The king is a mortall man, and not God therefore hath no power over ye immortall soules of his sub- 
jects, to make lawes and ordinances for them, and to set spirituall Lords over them... 


“That Christ alone is King of Israell, & sitts upon Davids Throne, & that the King ought to be a sub- 
ject of his Kingdome. ” 


Estep states that Helwys identified the Church of England with the second beast of Revelation 13. 
Given the ‘ministry’ of this second beast, Revelation 13:13-15 and his ultimate end, Revelation 
19:20, I cannot believe that Helwys’ interpretation was correct. However, it no doubt antagonised 
the Anglican hierarchy and probably James himself, who was the official head of the Church of Eng- 
land. Moreover, the contents of Helwys’ statement, quoted above, read more like a demand than a 
plea and Estep also describes it as an admonition, p 223. 


Thomas Helwys was a brave and godly man who championed a cause with scriptural foundation. 
James’ reaction to him was despotic. However, in the light of the above and of Solomon’s warnings, 
“The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it” Proverbs 16:14 
and “Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest 
thou?” Ecclesiastes 8:4, brave, godly Thomas Helwys may have overreached himself. 


Ralston is frank about James’ failures in his later years but again, gives the context. James died in 
1625, aged 66. 


“Due to disease and stroke, he had gradually ceased to rule long before he had ceased to 
reign...James had developed symptoms of early senility and whose symptoms were growing worse. It 
may have been this undiagnosed disease which accounts for his peculiar and unorthodox behaviour 
in later years. Again, it could have been the results of a backslidden and carnal life of a Christian 
who lapsed into sin. ” 


If, however, James is reckoned to be “a scoundrel” for his various misdemeanours, of which the im- 
prisonment of Helwys is the ONLY one that our critic actually specifies, what should one make of 
John Calvin? John Calvin burnt Michael Servetus at the stake for disagreeing with him on a point of 
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doctrine. Under Calvin’s theocracy in Geneva, a child was whipped publicly for calling his mother a 
thief and “a girl who struck her parents was beheaded to vindicate the dignity of the Fifth Com- 
mandment” (16) p 366. 


Yet John Calvin is almost universally admired by fundamentalists, including our critic. 


I cannot help being drawn to Ralston’s conclusion. “Do the critics of the Holy Word of God believe 
they can discredit the preserved authoritative scriptures by destroying the reputation of the man who 
helped bring it to the people? I am of the conviction that this indeed is the real cause of the slander 
against James.” 


Moreover, I cannot help wondering, especially in the light of our critic’s invitation to teach me 
Greek, if Ralston has not highlighted the real reason for our critic’s antagonism against James. 
“King James was regarded by those of his own time as “The British Solomon.” He wanted the Holy 
Word of God to be in the hands of people, not chained to pulpits or hoarded in the cellars to be read 
only by Greek scholars.” 


Although “King James was the first earthly monarch to encourage the propagation of Bibles 
(whereas) not one Catholic ruler of Italy, Spain, Germany, Austria, France or Poland ever encour- 
aged anyone” (1) p 164, our critic implies that James had papist leanings. 


He states “Most interesting of all was James’ attitude to the RC Church. While he dealt with 
priests severely since they posed a political threat to the country, he nevertheless said to the Eng- 
lish Parliament “I acknowledge the RC Church to be our mother church although defiled with 
some infirmities and corruptions.” 


Our critic then adds, as if I was supposed to be aghast at this horrific disclosure, “Can you imagine 
any of the Protestant Reformers talking like that?” 


I don’t have to imagine some of the inane comments made by “strong” and mostly anonymous 
“Protestants ” about the BOOK which James sanctioned, which has done more to damage the cause 
of popery than any other, Section 12.2. Our critic has very helpfully supplied them, although he does 
not mention their sources. Neither does he mention any EFFECT that James’ remark had on subse- 
quent events. The remark may simply have been provocative, like his criticism of the Geneva Bible. 


I certainly don’t have to imagine the “interesting” attitude which the RC church had towards 
JAMES. It tried to BLOW HIM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. I find our critic’s careful omis- 
sion of this fact VERY “interesting.” See Section 11.1. 


I also find it “interesting” that our critic neglects to mention that “James DID allow the Puritans to 
assemble and put out an anti-Catholic Version of the Bible with a note in the Preface that the pope 
was the “MAN OF SIN”” (16) pp 412-413. No note to that effect will be found in the Preface of 
ANY modern version. 


Dr Ruckman (1) pp 164-166 also states “King James promoted the word of God after seeing Roman 
Catholics brutally murdering people in violent brawls while he was growing up, and he promoted 
the word of God although he had been baptized as a Roman Catholic...Alongside the translating 
committees of 1901 (ASV) and 1970 (NIV), he was a Biblical genius; he approved of a text that 
CORRECTED more than 50 FALSE READINGS FOUND IN THEIR WORKS.” 


Is THIS the attitude of a “pro-Roman” ruler? 


Moreover, our critic apparently fails to appreciate the fact that James’ remark was evidently made 
publicly, where it could obviously have been seized upon by his enemies and used against him. It 
was hardly an auspicious start to a supposed Jesuit plot implicating James. What is even more “in- 
teresting” is the freedom which the Puritans enjoyed at Hampton Court in denouncing the Roman 
church to the king’s face. Paine (53) p 4 states “Rainolds won his laugh later when, in the argument 
against Romish customs, he said, “The Bishop of Rome hath no authority in this land.” ” 
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As for James’ actual remark itself, I am reminded of the exchange between an RC priest and John 
Wesley, described by Grady (45) p 191: 


“When a priest asked John Wesley where HIS religion was before the Reformation, the no-nonsense 
Methodist replied, “In the same place your face was before you washed it - BEHIND THE DIRT!”” 
For a detailed study of the life of James 1, see King James...Unjustly Accused? by Stephen A. Cos- 
ton, Sr., KonigsWort, 1996, available from the Bible Baptist Bookstore. 


I conclude these comments on James 1“ with another extract from Ralston’s article: 


“In great melancholy by his wife’s death, he wrote about his faith in the resurrection: 
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“She’s changed, not dead, for sure no good prince dies, But as the sun sets, only for to rise. 
Can our critic imagine a “scoundrel” talking like THAT? 
12.4 Lancelot Andrewes 


Our critic’s next biographical note deals with Lancelot Andrewes, Dean of Westminster and chair- 
man of the AV1611 translating committee. Paine (53) p 16, states that “Andrewes was a man for all 
to like, and one whose fame has lasted. There are over a million words by and about him in print.” 


Our critic refers to “the linguistic skills of Lancelot Andrewes” but adds “interestingly you do not 
say anything about his theology. “This is a relevant matter” insists our critic, “in view of your be- 
lief that the KJV was the Protestant Reformers’ Bible.” 


Apart from Hugh Broughton, Section 11.3, our critic does not mention one prominent English re- 
former after 1611 who did not eventually give his allegiance to the AV1611 as the standard Bible. 


There is nothing particularly interesting about my omission of Andrewes’ theology in Section 4.2 
because the translators did not use their theology to influence the TEXT of the AV1611. Our critic 
has failed to prove otherwise, with respect to ANY of the translators, including Lancelot Andrewes. 
See Sections 11.1, 11.3 and 12.1. Our critic continues: 


“Andrewes...had a long way to go in really embracing Protestant doctrine. He practised sacra- 
mental confession, believed in prayers for the dead, orderly ceremonial with Lights, incense and 
“all the externals of historic Catholic usage.” Significantly a Jesuit priest, William Weston, who 
met him decided “he was not altogether opposed to the Catholic faith.”” 


I find it very “significant” to compare our critic’s statements in his introductory letter: 


“It seems to me a most serious spiritual matter when a manifestly fallible translation (the AV1611) 
made by men who taken as a body were not wholly orthodox, is preferred to the God breathed 
originals” (which our critic does not have) and “This version (the NIV) LIKE EVERY OTHER 
must be subject to the original languages which I constantly consult” (my emphasis) with the fol- 
lowing comments from Robert Militello, who was trained by Jesuits before he was led to Christ. Mr 
Militello’s testimony was published in the July/August 1986 issue of The Churchman’s Magazine: 


“Jesuits...promote the idea of looking to a man rather than to Scripture. They do this rather subtly 
by declaring that (no) Bible is inerrant, that only the original manuscripts were inspired, and that 
since they are lost, believers must look to teachers and scholars as the final authority.” 


What did our critic say? “I would be very willing to help you in the study of Greek so that you 
could make a first hand judgment on these matters.” Mr Militello continues: 


“In the New Testament class we used the Douay-Rheims version, although others were accepted. 
Only the Authorised King James was not to be used, for this was a product of the hated Reforma- 
tion...Jesuits have dedicated their lives to undoing the Reformation and the Bible it produced for the 
English-speaking world - the Authorised Version. Christian colleges now teach that only the origi- 
nal manuscripts were inspired and that all Bibles have errors.” 
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It would appear that where the TEXT OF THE HOLY BIBLE IS CONCERNED, our critic is him- 
self “not altogether opposed to the Catholic faith.” 


Paine writes p 20 “While Andrewes valued a high ritual, he never forced it on others. He had the 
highest scruples in giving preferments to the clergy, abhorred simony and strove always to find the 
fittest man for any place he had to fill.” 


McClure (57) pp 79-80, adds “Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, took him into the North of England; 
where he was the means of converting many papists by his preaching and disputations...(King 
James) had published a “Defence of the Rights of Kings,” in opposition to the arrogant claims of the 
Popes. He was answered most bitterly by the celebrated Cardinal Bellarmine. The King set Dr An- 
drewes to refute the Cardinal; which he did in a learned and spirited quarto, highly commended by 
Casaubon (classical scholar, Professor at Geneva and Montpellier, sub-librarian to Henry IV in 
Paris). To that quarto, the Cardinal made no reply.” 


Reviewing Andrewes’ life and ministry, Dr Gipp states (14) p 185 “He was not a man of ‘head 
knowledge’ only. He was a man of great practical preaching ability and an ardent opponent of 
Rome.” See samgipp.com/historybook/?page=9b.htm. 


Despite his love of ritual, Andrewes could never have been part of a religious system whose titular 
head insisted “It is necessary to salvation that every man should submit to the Pope.” (Boniface VIII 
Unum Sanctum, /303.) 


I am surprised that our critic did not mention Andrewes’ insistence that Bartholomew Legate be 
burned at the stake (53) p 142, in his efforts to denigrate this translator, Jeremiah 17:9. The Holy 
Bible’s verdict on this undoubted blemish on Andrewes’ testimony is given in Ecclesiastes 7:20. 


“For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” 
12.5 Wesley and Spurgeon 


Our critic then turns his attention to Wesley and Spurgeon. He says “You mention the names of 
several famous preachers who used the KJV.” See Chapter 1, Section 1.7. Our critic continues 
“Living at the time when they did, can you tell me what alternative they had?” 


I am amazed at this question. In the previous two pages of his own document he mentions two com- 
plete English Bibles, apart from the Douay-Rheims, which were in existence before the birth of Bun- 
yan, who was the earliest preacher which I listed. These were Coverdale’s and the Geneva. I also 
mentioned Matthew’s Bible of 1537 in Section 3.3. If these were superior to the AV1611, the Ge- 
neva being “a very good version” according to our critic, Section 12.3, why didn’t Wesley and 
Spurgeon preach from them? 


Moreover, our critic makes much of Wesley’s “careful and independent study of the Greek origi- 
nal” by which he “produced a revised edition of the KJV in 1755.” Wesley’s revision went through 
five editions (22) p 39. Why didn’t Spurgeon use it? It was certainly available to him. Dr Vance 
(22) pp 44-46, lists three complete English bible translations published before 1850, which was 
about when Spurgeon was converted. Dr Vance also shows that numerous English translations of 
the New Testament were available to both Wesley and Spurgeon. 


Our critic admonishes me for not mentioning “that Wesley and Spurgeon did not have an uncritical 
attitude to the KJV.” Neither did I mention that Wesley thought that “some scriptures seemed to 
teach that it was possible for a MAN to fall away from salvation” (16) p 411. Neither did I mention 
that Spurgeon led less than a tenth of the number of souls to Christ that Charles Finney did, who was 
a contemporary of Spurgeon’s. Dr Ruckman estimates Finney’s converts as 500,000 in The History 
of the New Testament Church Volume 2 p 67. 


Dr Ruckman explains in his taped study on 1 Thessalonians that “Spurgeon was a Calvinist.” Al- 
though only a moderate Calvinist, Spurgeon’s theology nevertheless stifled his ministry. Dr Vance 
states in his exhaustive study The Other Side of Calvinism p 351: “There is no question as to what a 
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Calvinist believes: God plays both sides of a chess game, and the members of the human race are the 
pieces, some pawns, some kings, but all puppets to be arbitrarily moved to heaven or hell as God 
sees fit.” Dr Vance p 352 cites Wesley’s cry of alarm and indignation: “But if this be so, then is all 
preaching vain.” 


Dr Ruckman gives the number of Spurgeon’s converts as 12,000. 


The reason that I mentioned Wesley and Spurgeon in relation to the AV1611 was that they were 
faithful to it for most of their ministries and God honoured their faithfulness. 


Our critic states that Wesley’s revision “contained 12,000 alterations” of which “three quar- 
ters...were accepted by the revisers in the next century.” Ray (7) pp 34ff lists 38 portions of scrip- 
ture omitted or altered by Wesley. Our critic further insists, without proof, that “If Wesley had the 
knowledge we now have the text he would undoubtedly have suggested many more alterations 
than he did.” 


On the contrary, if Wesley had “had the knowledge we now have”, especially that furnished by Bur- 
gon, Scrivener, Pickering, Colwell, Riplinger, Ruckman and others, I think it highly likely that he 
would have confessed his sin of altering God’s words and made appropriate restitution. 


It seems that either Wesley or one of his editors at least started to make amends. Our critic states 
that Wesley “omitted “through his blood” in Cols. 1:14...exactly the position of modern versions 
on this textual matter. Yet you use his name for supporting your position on the KJV.” 


Our critic by-passed the information given in Chapter 7, Section 7.3, which showed that the modern 
versions omitting “through his blood” include the JB, NJB and NWT and that the AV1611 reading 
is found in citations from the 2" century. See Section 10.3. 


However, Ray*7°? (7) pp 50, 69 shows that Wesley’s New Testament did NOT omit “through his 
blood” in Colossians 1:14! It would appear then, that either Wesley or one of his editors eventually 
decided to leave “the position of modern versions on this textual matter” and return to my “posi- 
tion on the KJV.” 


+20!2 Dr Paul Heaton in Could The NIV Be The True Word Of God?, the 1995 update on Bro. Ray’s 
book, confirms, pp 176, 193, confirms that Wesley’s New Testament did not omit “through his 
blood” in Colossians 1:14. 


Nevertheless, Wesley’s translation, like all revisions of the AV1611, paled into insignificance less 
than 100 years after it was first published, the last edition appearing in 1839 (22) p 39. Likewise, the 
1881 RV, whose translators made 36,000 changes to the scriptures, Section 6.1, has long since faded 
into obscurity. The NIV and all the others will doubtless follow suit. 


Dr Mrs Riplinger states, her emphases, in In Awe of Thy Word p 490 that “John Wesley (1703- 
1791), the founder of Methodism and one of the greatest Christians since the apostle Paul, did his 
own update of the King James Bible. God ignored it.” 


Our critic overlooked a simple scripture: 


“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of per- 
sons” Acts 10:34. 


Our critic states in the section of his document entitled “The effect of modern versions” “There was 
certainly no diminution in the blessing of God on the ministries of Wesley and Spurgeon because 
they challenged the KJV at various points.” 


In answer to this assertion, which is unaccompanied by ANY discussion of relevant facts, Dr Ruck- 
man concludes in The History of the New Testament Church Volume 2, p 26 that “Wesley’s life and 
preaching were ruled by one Book, even though he translated some on his own. That one Book was 
his final authority in all matters of faith, preaching, doctrine and practice.” I would add that Dr 
Ruckman ‘s conclusion is based upon his own research of the available historical material, which he 
references and which includes Wesley’s own journal. 
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Nowhere does our critic give any indication that Wesley actually replaced the AV1611 with his own 
New Testament to any appreciable extent during his ministry. If he did not do so then as long as 
Wesley was ruled by the BOOK, obviously God would continue to uphold his ministry. 


Spurgeon’s case is rather different. 


Our critic states that Spurgeon recognised “the superiority of (the RV’s) underlying Greek text.” 
Our critic also quotes Spurgeon as rejecting “the latter part of Roms. 8:1 in the KJV as “a gloss in- 
serted in later copies by some penman who was wise enough in his own conceit to think he could 
mend the Bible.”” 


The “superiority” of the Alexandrian text which underlies the RV and subsequent apostate corrup- 
tions including the NIV, has been discussed in Chapter 9. References 1-7, 12, 13, 16, 45 in particu- 
lar will greatly amplify the discussion. 


The second half of Romans 8:1 is yet another omission stemming from G, L, T, Tr, A, W which oc- 
curs in the NIV, JB, NJB, NWT and partially in the DR. See Sections 7.3, 11.4. Dr Ruckman (35) 
states in his book Satan’s Masterpiece, The New ASV pp 67-68. “Romans 8:1 has lost half of its 
text, although verse 13 in the context would tell any fool why it should have remained in the scrip- 
ture.” 


Neither Spurgeon nor our critic apparently looked at the context. Romans 8:13 says “For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live.” 


Dr Ruckman continues “Naturally, the Holy Spirit has preserved the “original Greek text” in all 
four families of manuscripts and the majority of uncials and cursives in any century. You will find 
this reading preserved in its infallible purity in the King James Version of 1611.” 


Our critic then commends Spurgeon for adding the words “And we are” to 1 John 3:1, from the RV 
and “the Vulgate and the Alexandrian family of MSS.” See Section 10.3. Spurgeon evidently be- 
lieved that these words “are clearly the words of inspiration.” “This fragment” said Spurgeon 
“has been dropped by our older translators and it is too precious to be lost.” 


The Jesuits who translated the 1582 Jesuit Rheims NT and the 1749-1752 Douay-Rheims Challoner 
Revision NT thought so too. Their versions read “that we should be named and be the sons of God” 
and “that we should be called, and should be the sons of God” respectively. See Section 11.4 and 
Table 6. Tyndale, whom they burnt at the stake, did NOT. His New Testament reads as the 
AV1611 “that we should be called the sons of God.” 


Spurgeon then evidently preached “a marvellous sermon on the assured position of the child of 
God from the Revised Version.” Our critic concludes this section with the statement “Jn the light of 
these facts I wonder why you used his name in your own support.” 


Any “support” accruing from Spurgeon’s name was aimed at vindicating the AV1611 as the pure 
word of God. It was not advanced for my particular benefit. 


The reason that I used Spurgeon’s name in support of the AV1611 was simply to show that God 
honours the ministry of a man who is faithful to it, which Spurgeon was, for most of his ministry. 


William Grady (45) p 235 describes God’s blessing on Spurgeon’s early ministry. “After being 
saved for only two years, a seventeen-year-old Spurgeon was called to pastor the Waterbeach 
Church of London in 1852. Using a King James Bible, the teenage pastor converted nearly his en- 
tire community.” There follows a detailed description from Spurgeon’s own autobiography. 


However, Spurgeon, like any other Christian, had a carnal nature, which was manifest towards the 
end of his ministry. Dr Ruckman states (48) pp 28-29: “God is no respecter of persons. Whenever, 
and wherever, Spurgeon messed with that Book (the AV), God messed with his mind...Spurgeon be- 
gan to correct the Protestant reformation text, in the universal language, with the DEAD language of 
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the Alexandrian text (RV) used for the Jesuit Rheims Bible of 1582. God trapped him and stumbled 
him (Ezek. 14:1-6). God is no respecter of persons. 


““The first Sabbath after his return from the sunny South - February 8, 1891 - the pastor (Spurgeon) 

preached at the Tabernacle from Isaiah 62:6, 7, using both the Authorised and Revised Versions...He 
had been especially struck with the revisers rendering of the text.” The Lord took Charles H. 
Spurgeon home the year after he preached that message (C. H. Spurgeon Autobiography, Vol. 2, 
Banner of Truth Trust, p. 497).” 


Spurgeon was only 58 years old when he died. In spite of our critic’s opinion, see above, the Lord 
had cut short the ministry of “the Prince of preachers.” Dr Ruckman concludes: 


“Today, his “tabernacle” is a ghostly monument. ”*”?”? 


2012S purgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle in London is still a functioning church with a sizeable con- 
gregation. See www.metropolitantabernacle.org/. However, the following observations are reveal- 
ing. The link to The Basic Policies of the Church states, this author’s underlining: 


1. Doctrines of grace 


We teach the doctrines of grace (in the reformed faith, often summarised as the ‘five points of 
Calvinism’). Our doctrinal basis is the Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689. 


The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 consists of 32 chapters. 
See www.spurgeon.org/~phil/creeds/bcof.htm#part1. 


The first chapter is entitled The Holy Scriptures. Point 8 of this chapter reads in part as follows, this 
author’s emphases: 


8. The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old), and 
the New Testament in Greek (which at the time of its writing was most generally known to the 
nations) were immediately inspired by God, and were kept pure through subsequent ages by His 
singular care and providence. They are therefore authentic, so that in all controversies of relig- 
ion, the church must appeal to them as final. 


No indication is given about where the texts said to be “immediately inspired by God” may be found 
today and no version of scripture is explicitly said to be “immediately inspired by God.” 

In other words, though ‘using’ the 1611 Holy Bible, Spurgeon’s Tabernacle is ‘originals-only’ 5- 
Point Calvinist. It supports the unscriptural notion of God’s macabre “chess game” with human 


souls that Dr Vance describes in The Other Side of Calvinism p 351, see above, and it has no book 
between two covers that is “all scripture” that “is given by inspiration of God” 2 Timothy 3:16. 


Dr Ruckman’s final comment cited above with respect to Spurgeon’s Tabernacle has reasonable ap- 
plication to it, therefore. 


Finally for this section, the following two statements reveal Wesley and Spurgeon each “in his right 
mind” Mark 5:15, Luke 8:35. 


See The KJB Story 1611-2011 Abridged www.timefortruth.co.uk/why-av-only/ p 16. 
John Wesley: 


“I want to know one thing — the way to heaven — how to land safe on that happy shore. God Himself 
has condescended to teach the way; for this very end He came from heaven. He hath written it down 
in a book. Oh, give me that book! At any price give me the book of God! I have it: here is knowl- 
edge enough for me. Let me be a man of one book. ” 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon, see also Section 1.1 


“The Bible is God’s word, and when I see it, I seem to hear a voice saying, ‘I am the Book of God, 
man, read me; I am God’s writing: open my leaves, for I was penned by God’...I plead with you, I 
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beg of you, respect your Bibles, and search them out. Go home and read your Bibles...O Book of 
books! And wast thou written by my God? Then I will bow before thee, thou Book of vast authority! 
For He has written this Book Himself...let us love it, let us count it more precious than fine gold!” 


12.6 Westcott, Hort and Burgon 
Our critic continues his biographical notes with Westcott, Hort and Burgon. 


Although not in agreement with all of Westcott’s writings, our critic insists that “there is much of 
value in his works especially his commentaries.” He declares “That on John is superb and in it 
his commitment to Christ’s deity and the miraculous is unwavering.” According to our critic, 
Westcott “also provides the classic five point proof for the apostolic authorship of the fourth Gos- 
pel which is still in use by conservative scholars.” 


What about Bible believers? How many of THEM need Westcott’s “five point proof”? 


I have never thought that anyone who read the last six verses of John’s Gospel would need ANY 
FURTHER PROOF for “the apostolic authorship of the fourth Gospel” if he was prepared to be- 
lieve the BOOK as it STOOD. 


Of Westcott’s “superb” commentary on John, Dr Ruckman has some informative observations (44) 
pp 44ff. 


““God is spoken of as THE FATHER and as ‘my Father.’ Generally it may be said that the former 
title expresses the original relation of God to being and specially to HUMANITY...” (Westcott on 
John, p. 79-80). Comment by Donald Waite of Dallas Theological Seminary, “This is HERESY of 
the first dimension” (Heresies of Westcott and Hort, Waite, p. 9). 


““The thought...is here traced back to its most absolute form as resting on the essential power of 
God in his relation of UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD” (Westcott on John, p. 159). This is Westcott’s 
Commentary on John that Custer has been citing...How on earth did Custer miss these references 
unless he himself believes in the “universal fatherhood of God”? ” 


““Viewed from another point of sight it is the revelation of the DIVINE IN MEN, realized in and 
through Christ” (Westcott on John, p.246). That is “brilliant scholarship” is it? “But the last error 
(the priesthood of all believers, 1 Peter 2:9) can hardly be expelled until Protestants unlearn the 
crazy horror of THE PRIESTHOOD (of Rome)” (Life and Letters of Hort, Vol. 2, p. 50)...The Alex- 
andrian Cult is a priesthood in itself claiming special knowledge and special privileges that no 
Christian “layman” has! After all, all we have is the HOLY BIBLE (AV1611), they have the “ple- 
nary, infallible, verbally inspired original autographs”! 


““From the very beginning we see A POWER in action hostile to God” (Westcott on John, p. 106). 
Did you mean “DEVIL,” doctor? Could it have been Satan? “But the visible supremacy of THE 
POWER of evil inspiring to evil” (Hort on Revelation, p. 27). The references are to SATAN. Hort 
and Westcott have reduced him to a “power.” Typical modernistic doctrine of Liberals in the 
NCCC. 


““And by his Baptism Christ fulfilled for the humanity which He took to Himself though not for Him- 
self, the CONDITION OF REGENERATION” (Westcott on water baptism using I John 5:6, Com- 
mentary on John, p. /8/). 


““The bosom of the Father (LIKE HEAVEN) is a STATE and NOT a PLACE” (Westcott on John, p. 
15). Then Christ was a liar (John 14:1-3). But in case He wasn’t, what will happen to Westcott and 
Custer? Custer was citing the Commentary on John (Custer, p. 26,27) and couldn't find this re- 
markable heresy in the FIRST CHAPTER. 


““Eternal life is the never ending EFFORT after this knowledge of God” (Westcott on John, p. 196). 
What is Custer doing...writing two pages to justify a HERETIC who thinks that eternal life is by 
SELF-EFFORT?” 
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Dr Ruckman continues (44) p 46: “In Westcott’s Commentary on John there are eleven references to 
the Universal Fatherhood of God and the Universal Salvation of mankind as a mass (Commentary, 
pp. 20, 52, 219, 155, 4, 27, 43, 59, 70 and 140)...The reader can get Westcott’s Commentary and 
CHECK the pages listed above.” 


This is Westcott’s “superb” Commentary, according to our critic. 


Our critic then refers to what I “allege Westcott and Hort have said about various matters.” See 
Section 6.1. 


I did not “ALLEGE” anything. Our critic is lying. I cited three sources for the statements of West- 
cott and Hort, Dr Fuller (2) pp 277-282, Dr Gipp (14) pp 116-118 and Gail Riplinger (12) pp 400- 
435. The statements were referenced from the Life and Letters of both Westcott and Hort with vol- 
ume and page numbers quoted. See Section 12.1 and samgipp.com/historybook/?page=8.htm. 


However, our critic tries to dismiss these statements of Westcott and Hort as “old hat” - which does 
NOT prove that they are untrue - and as “quite irrelevant to the textual debate. ”*”?" 


+201 2Though our critic’s citations of statements by King James 1“ evidently are not. 


The statements show that Westcott and Hort were NOT Bible believers and that they were deter- 
mined to rid the church of “the vile Textus Receptus” and replace it with the corrupt text of the RO- 
MAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. They believed that they could approach the New Testament like any 
other “ancient text” and that it was filled with errors (14) p 112. Their obsession with spiritism 
shows that they were guided by DEMONS. 


Dr Gipp (14) p 167 concludes after his extensive study on the lives and letters of Westcott and Hort: 
“It can be safely said that if Westcott and Hort were not two Jesuit priests acting on secret orders 
from the Vatican, that two Jesuit priests acting under such orders COULD NOT HAVE DONE A 
BETTER JOB OF OVERTHROWING THE AUTHORITY OF GOD’S TRUE BIBLE AND ESTAB- 
LISHING THE PRO-ROMAN CATHOLIC TEXT OF ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT!” 


Gail Riplinger (12) p 429 states “This ‘new’ (W-H) text had a sinister start. In 1851, THE YEAR 
Westcott, Hort and Lightfoot began the Ghostly Guild, they set in motion their notion of a ‘New’ 
Greek Text. Appendix A chronicles their 30 year involvement in secret esoteric activities WHILE 
they were creating this ‘New’ text. In the VERY letter in which Hort hatched the ‘New’ Ghostly 
Guild, he christened ‘villainous’ the Greek Text which had, at his admission, been “the Traditional 
Text of 1530 years standing. ” ” 


And this is “quite IRRELEVANT to the textual debate”?? 


Yet our critic insists “Their (W-H) arguments have been tested and retested by a host of scholars 
from various viewpoints. As a result the value and significance of their work have been widely 
acknowledged.” 


Westcott and Hort’s “arguments” were tested exhaustively by Dean Burgon at the time these argu- 
ments were put forward. See The Revision Revised (13). 


Burgon summarised his findings as follows p 397: “My contention is, - NOT that the Theory of Drs 
Westcott and Hort rests on an INSECURE foundation, but, that it rests on NO FOUNDATION AT 
ALL.” 


Our critic supplies NO “foundation” WHATSOEVER for the theories of Westcott and Hort. The 
evidence overwhelmingly supports Burgon. See Chapter 9. 


I listed several outstanding scholars in Section 9.2 whose research has vindicated Burgon, NOT 
Westcott and Hort. They include Hodges, Hoskier, Hills, Pickering and Wilkinson who all published 
work in this century. They are joined by Aland, Colwell and Klijn, Sections 9.4, 9.5 who carried out 
a thorough investigation of patristic quotations and the papyri. It is the papyri which our critic prizes 
so highly as “much more and earlier evidence which was not available to Westcott and Burgon.” 
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Yet the conclusions of the scholars who actually studied this evidence are that the papyri are POOR 
manuscripts but which nevertheless support the TR MORE than the Alexandrian text of Westcott 
and Hort. See Section 9.5. 


Of “the host of scholars” who “tested and retested” the “arguments” of Westcott and Hort and 
“widely acknowledged” their “value and significance,” our critic mentions only one, Benjamin 
Warfield. He describes Warfield as “a conservative of the conservatives who was one of the great- 
est defenders of Reformed orthodoxy in this Century.” Of the “tests” and “retests” which War- 
field supposedly applied to Westcott and Hort’s “arguments” our critic simply says that Burgon 
failed to convince him and that he wrote “books on infallibility and inerrancy” which “are still in 
print and continue to be greatly valued by conservatives.” 


Dr Ruckman (4) p 211 mentions Warfield in a list of “A-millennial baby-sprinklers.” Did Warfield 
include “baby-sprinkling” in his “greatest defence” of “Reformed Orthodoxy”? Was he right to do 
so, according to the SCRIPTURE? 


Concerning Warfield’s books on “inerrancy and infallibility”, I am tempted to ask “inerrancy and 
infallibility” of WHAT? Was it ‘the Bible’? If so, WHICH Bible? Our critic does not say. 


Given that Warfield rejected Burgon’s evidence, did he write anything that REFUTED Burgon’s 
evidence? If so, what and why doesn’t our critic say so? 


The truth is that Burgon’s work has NEVER been refuted, neither by Westcott, Hort, Ellicott, Bruce, 
Kenyon, Warfield, Machen, Robertson, Vine nor E. H. Palmer. See Grady (45) Glossary. Burgon’s 
work has never even been addressed, let alone answered. 


The situation up to 1990*°!* has been summarised by Radmacher and Hodges in the Appendix to 
their book (23). “Burgon’s strictures on Westcott and Hort have never been responded to in any de- 
tailed and coherent way by any specialist in this field. The handbooks on textual criticism, from 
which seminary students study, tend to dismiss Burgon peremptorily.” 


*0l2Mfore definitive evidence against the theories of Westcott and Hort has emerged in the decades 


following. See the works of Dr Mrs Riplinger. 


Warfield’s rejection of Burgon’s evidence stemmed from his belief that Westcott and Hort theories 
were “parts of God’s singular care and providence in preserving His inspired Word pure”? (5) p 
110. *°°!See extract from The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 under Section 12.5. 


Dr Hills continues: 


“Dr Warfield’s thinking was not entirely unified. Through his mind ran two separate trains of 
thought which not even he could join together. The one train of thought was dogmatic, going back to 
the Protestant Reformation. When following this train of thought Dr Warfield regarded Christianity 
as true. The other train of thought was apologetic, going back to the rationalistic viewpoint of the 
18" century. When following this train of thought Dr Warfield regarded Christianity as merely 
probable. And this same divided outlook was shared by Dr Warfield’s colleagues at Princeton 
Seminary and by conservative theologians and scholars generally throughout the 1 9" and early 20” 
century. Even today this split-level thinking is still a factor to be reckoned with in conservative cir- 
cles, although in far too many instances it has passed over into modernism. 


“Dr Warfield ’s treatment of the New Testament text illustrates this cleavage in his thinking. In the 
realm of dogmatics he agreed with the Westminster Confession that the New Testament text had been 
“kept pure in all ages” by God’s “singular care and providence,” but in the realm of New Testa- 
ment textual criticism he agreed with Westcott and Hort in ignoring God’s providence and even went 
so far as to assert that the same methods were to be applied to the text of the New Testament that 
would be applied to the text of a morning newspaper. It was to bridge the gap between his dogmat- 
ics and his New Testament textual criticism that he suggested that God had worked providentially 
through Tischendorf, Tregelles, and Westcott and Hort to preserve the New Testament text. But this 
suggestion leads to conclusions which are extremely bizarre and inconsistent. It would have us be- 
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lieve that during the manuscript period orthodox Christians corrupted the New Testament text, that 
the text used by the Protestant Reformers was the worst of all, and that the True Text was not re- 
stored until the 19" century, when Tregelles brought it forth out of the Pope’s library, when 
Tischendorf rescued it from a waste basket on Mt. Sinai, and when Westcott and Hort were provi- 
dentially guided to construct a theory of it which ignores God’s special providence and treats the 
text of the New Testament like the text of any other ancient book. But if the True New Testament Text 
was lost for 1500 years, how can we be sure that it has ever been found again?” 


Note the following remarks with respect to Warfield and his fellow Princeton academic Archibald 
Hodge, from Dr D. A. Waite and The DBS, Dead Bible Society pp 22-23, aka D. A. Waite the Bi- 
ble Corrector www.timefortruth.co.uk/why-av-only/james-white-dr-divietro-and-dawaite.php. 

Dr Waite’s stance on the imaginary ‘Original Bible’ is in fact merely a variation on the position 
taken by Princeton academics Hodge and Warfield, who backed away from belief in an inerrant Bi- 
ble, except in the ‘originals,’ as explained by the Presbyterian Church in the USA 
[www.salempresbytery.org/resources/Downloads/scripture-usel.pdf]. Under-linings, emphases and 
comment in braces are this author’s. 

“The son and successor of Charles Hodge, A. A. Hodge, shifted away from his father’s insistence on 
the inerrancy of the traditional text in use to the inerrancy of the (lost) original autographs. A.A. 


Hodge with B. B. Warfield co-authored the definitive statement in the Princeton doctrine of Scrip- 
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ture, summarized in an 1881 article on “Inspiration. 


““Nevertheless the historical faith of the Church has always been that all the affirmations of Scrip- 
ture of all kinds, whether of spiritual doctrine or duty, or of physical or historical fact, or of psycho- 
logical or philosophical principle, are without any error, when the ipsissima verba [very same 
words] of the original autographs are ascertained and interpreted in their natural sense.”” 


That is, only the ‘original’ words of scripture are without error. 


The article in The Presbyterian Review, Vol. 2, No. 6, 1881 may be found online [The Presbyterian 


Review, 1881, Vol. 2, No. 6, scdc.library.ptsem.edu/mets/mets.aspx?src=BR188126&div=1 &img=14 
pp 237-238, 245]. The citation from the article is from p 238. The following citation from that arti- 


cle, p 245 is also significant. Under-linings are this author’s. 
“We do not assert that the common text [i.e. the AV1611], but only that the original autographic text 
was inspired.” 


What Hodge and Warfield claimed is that only the ‘original text’ is God’s inspired, inerrant words 
and only the ‘scholars’ (like Hodge and Warfield) can tell the Bible reader what God really said. 


Dr Waite’s position is therefore essentially the same as Hodge and Warfield’s. By means of his ex- 
pertise in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, the Bible reader ‘for today’ can now have access to what 
God really said. 


Via Dr Waite’s expertise, the Bible reader therefore ends up in exactly the same place as Hodge and 
Warfield left him back in 1881, the year of infamy, in which Westcott and Hort published their RV 
New Testament, 1+8+8+1 = 18, or 6+6+6, 666, Revelation 13:18 (!). In this place of infamy, the 
Bible reader purportedly needs a ‘scholar’ (like Dr Waite or Hodge and Warfield) “which heard the 
words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High” Numbers 24:16, in order to receive those 
words and acquire that knowledge. 


This lamentable state of affairs is entirely contrary to Dr Miles Smith’s exhortation to the Bible 
reader [The Translators to the Reader www.jesus-is-lord.com/pref1611.htm]. Under-linings are this 
author’s. 


“But we desire that the Scripture may speak like itself, as in the language of Canaan, that it may be 
understood even of the very vulgar.” 
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Like this author, who has no expertise in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek but is, “by the grace of God” 
1 Corinthians 15:10, able to read AV1611 English and will remain eternally grateful to Dr Smith and 
his colleagues...in affirming of their Translation that “this is the word of God, which we translate.” 


Our critic says of John Burgon that he “was a strong controversialist,” which has nothing to do with 
the EVIDENCE that Burgon advanced and which our critic does not even attempt to address. 

Instead, he evades Burgon’s evidence by chiding me with “it is interesting to note that you do not 
mention that he (as a high churchman) argued his case on the grounds of “Catholic antiquity”.” 
“This same argument,” says our critic, “has often been used to support infant baptism and the his- 


toric episcopate.” 
I wonder if Warfield used it for that purpose, believing in infant baptism as he did. 


Since our critic does not DEFINE Burgon’s use of the term “Catholic antiquity,” I will do so from 
The Preface of The Revision Revised p xxvii. 


“The method I persistently advocate in every case of a supposed doubtful Reading, (I say it for the 
last time, and request that I may be no more misrepresented,) is, that AN APPEAL SHALL BE UN- 
RESERVEDLY MADE TO CATHOLIC ANTIQUITY; and THAT THE COMBINED VERDICT OF 
MANUSCRIPTS, VERSIONS, FATHERS, shall be regarded as decisive.” 


In other words, when Burgon used the term “Catholic antiquity,” he was referring to the “combined 
verdict of Manuscripts, Versions, Fathers.” His use of the term had nothing to do with “infant bap- 
tism and the historic episcopate.” 


Our critic also overlooked the summary which I gave of Burgon’s methods. See Section 6.3. 


Even though Burgon championed the TR and the AV1611 by the above method, he was not, of 
course, infallible. See Section 9.6. Nevertheless, he was genuinely scientific, which is more than 
can be said of Westcott and Hort. 


Our critic continues “You do not seem to realise that in the last 100 years many important changes 
have taken place in the study of the NT text.” Apart from a rehash of his earlier remarks on “eclec- 
ticism’’, Section 9.8, our critic does not seem to think that any of them are important enough to list, 
let alone discuss. 


He then repeats the party line “The result of further work on the text and of MSS discoveries since 
1881 have generally vindicated Westcott, though some modifications to his position have taken 
place.” 


“Further work” has done nothing of the kind. See Sections 9.4, 9.5, 9.8. Instead of being “widely 
acknowledged,” Westcott and Hort’s theories have been “widely abandoned.” 


Genuine Bible believers never took them seriously to start with. Nevertheless, our critic continues 
“evidence for an earlier date for the Byzantine text has not been found, and its secondary charac- 
ter continues to be affirmed.” 


This statement consists of two blatant lies in a row. See Chapter 9. 


Yet our critic continues, still with the party line “Contrary to what is still believed in the KJV-only 
lobby modern editions of the NT are not dominated by Vaticanus and Sinaiticus. Modern scholars 
show that they were overestimated by Westcott.” 


“Modern scholars” have shown nothing of the kind. Burgon, Miller and Scrivener showed that BE- 
FORE 1900. See Sections 1.6, 9.3, 9.5. 


Section 9.2 discusses our critic’s repeated assertion about “modern editions...not dominated by Vati- 
canus and Sinaiticus,” where the NIV notes**°!* were cited indicating that Aleph and B were “the 
most reliable early manuscripts.” Tt was further discussed in Section 9.3, where the MAIN sources 
for modern New Testaments were LISTED. It was noted there that of this list “B and Aleph...usually 
head it.” 
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*7012See Section 1.6.2 and the following note: 1978 Edition. The 1984 Edition reads “The earliest 
manuscripts and some other ancient witness” and “The earliest manuscripts and some other ancient 
witness.” The milder tone of the updated annotations very likely reflects the influence of King 
James Bible believers on the NIV editors during the intervening decade. 


Our critic did NOT list ANY sources for modern Greek New Testaments in this portion of his docu- 
ment, apart from Aleph and B! 


The only other sources which our critic mentions anywhere in his document which have supposedly 
“vindicated Westcott” are the papyri. The discussions in Sections 9.2 and 9.5 show that the truth is 
the REVERSE of our critic’s claims. See also Burgon’s comments earlier about Westcott and Hort’s 
“foundation.” 


Concluding this section, our critic states “No modern editor follows one Greek text type to the ex- 
clusion of all others” and chides me again with the statement “It is a pity that in condemning mod- 
ern versions of the NT you have not troubled to find out about the work of modern textual critics 
and the principles on which they arrive at their conclusions.” 


Our critic does NOT state WHICH Greek texts modern editors use and in what proportions. Nor 
does he state WHY they choose those particular proportions except by means of the bald assertion 
earlier in his document that the Alexandrian text has “better credentials ” simply because it is older. 
See Section 9.3. 


Nor does he seem to appreciate that the AV1611 is from an “eclectic” text and that he is being rather 
inconsistent in criticising Erasmus for employing essentially the same principle of “eclecticism” 
which he endorses. See Section 9.8. (It is, of course, difficult to see how modern editors would use 
anything but texts which conflict with the TR, if, like our critic, they believed it to be “demonstrably 
secondary” and “a late development” characterised by “harmonisation and conflation” - in spite of 
all the evidence to the contrary. See Section 9.4.) 


Moreover, our critic does NOT state WHO these “modern textual critics” are, nor does he include 
BIBLE BELIEF as a “principle” upon which “they arrive at their conclusions.” 


This omission I find most significant, given the words of the Lord in Psalm 138:2: 
“For thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.” 


If the Lord’s WORD is ABOVE the Name which is above EVERY NAME, Philippians 2:9-11, how 
can mere scholars exalt their “scholarship” above that WORD? See Section 10.15. 


The MAIN principles of “modern textual critics” WERE, in fact, described in Chapter 6. The sali- 
ent features of these “principles” were given as follows: 


1. Rejection of the Received Text on the basis of the OPINIONS of “higher critics” Sections 
6.1. See also Section 9.2. 


2. A subjective exaltation of codices Aleph and B, on the basis of AGE alone, Sections 1.3, 6.2. 
See also Section 9.8. 


3. An assumption of a “recension” of the Traditional Text at Antioch in the am century, Sec- 
tions 6.2. See also Section 9.4. 


4. A belief that the Text of the New Testament is to be approached like ANY OTHER AN- 
CIENT TEXT, Section 6.2. See also Hills’ comments on Warfield. 


Brake’s comments (18) pp 209-210 on the “Method of Textual Criticism” are worth repeating: 


“The basic method of textual criticism for those who view the original text as lying under the old 
manuscripts (A, B, Aleph, C, D) is essentially subjective...(citing Hodges) “this is a poor substitute 
for evidence, and the history of human thought proves it to be most uncertain. Today’s consensus is 
too frequently tomorrow’s curiosity. 
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““But, in the final analysis, subjectivism is a retreat from the hard and demanding task of original 
thought and research. Conservatives who give way to eclecticism and subjectivism, instead of rising 
to the challenge of fresh, original work, deserve to be left behind by the moving stream of events.”” 


For example, more detailed collation of the extant cursive manuscripts is needed. See Dr J. A. 
Moorman’s comments on the so called “Majority text” of the NKJV (41). 


Gail Riplinger, (12) pp 492-511 shows how editors of modern Greek texts and new versions appear 
to have little or no “consistency” in use of their sources. They will sometimes ignore the oldest 
source in order to select a reading from available Greek manuscripts which detracts from an impor- 
tant doctrinal reading as found in the AV1611. Compare 1 Corinthians 10:9 and 11:24. Theirs is 
essentially the position of J. J. Griesbach, 1745-1812, who stated that “When there are many variant 
readings in one place, that reading which more than the others manifestly favours the dogmas of the 
orthodox is deservedly regarded with suspicion”. 


See Hills (5) p 65 wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv-defended/chapter3.html and Section 
10.3. 


Some of Dr Mrs Riplinger’s examples are as follows. See Table 7. P46 is one of the aa century 
papyri and predates Aleph and B by at least 100 years. 


Dr Mrs Riplinger states that, New Age Versions p 499, her emphasis, “My collation of manuscript 
evidence shows new version editors using Majority or KJB readings where no doctrinal issues are 
involved...This might be expected since a large part of even new versions must contain the tradi- 
tional bible readings to be sold as ‘bibles’. However, they used random minority text type readings 
when an opportunity arose to present New Age philosophy or demote God or Christ. The inconsis- 
tent choice of witnesses throughout these [five] verses will be evident upon study by the reader. Note 
particularly that the favored manuscripts in items [three] and [four] are diametrically opposite. ” 
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Table 7 
‘Eclecticism’ at Work for the 1978, 1984 NIVs Manuscript Sources 


Verse NIV Alters Manuscripts Doctrine Affected 


1 Corinthians 7:15 Ignores: Aleph No doctrine is affected. The minority reading 
` Follows: P46, B, Majority | is “you” instead of AV1611 reading “us.” 


AV1611: “Neither let us tempt Christ” 
NIV: “We should not test the Lord.” The NIV 
reading*?®” denies the Deity of Christ by fail- 
oe .q | Ignores: P46 and Majority | ing to identify Him as “God” who sent fiery 

e a Follows: Alephand B | serpents” Numbers 21:6. *°°!’The 2011 NIV 
has changed “the Lord” to “Christ.” That 
change may be indicative of pressure from Bi- 
ble believers! 


AV1611: “this is my body which is broken 
for you” 


ae Ignores: Majority NIV: “This is my body, which is for you.” 
1C th 11:24 i 
Var Follows: P46, Aleph, B | The NIV reading denies that Christ’s body 


was “broken” or “pierced” on the cross, John 
19:37. 


i No doctrine is affected. The minority reading 
Ignores: P46, Aleph, B is “body that I may glory” instead of the 


1 Corinthians 13:3 Foll Maes 
Se MAJOrty AV1611 reading “body to be burned.” 


The minority i.e. NIV reading is “he is ig- 
nored” instead of the AV1611 reading “let 
him be ignorant.” The NIV has introduced 
doctrinal error in 1 Corinthians 14:38 by sub- 
Ignores: P46, B, Majority | tly downgrading the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Follows: Aleph Judge John 5:22, according to Matthew 12:36 
“But I say unto you, That every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give ac- 


count thereof in the day of judgment.” The 
wilful ignoramus is not ignored! 


1 Corinthians 14:38 


The favoured manuscripts are diametrically opposite in 1 Corinthians 11:24 and 13:3. Dr Mrs Rip- 
linger states, New Age Versions p 500, “The “accepted principles of the science of textual criticism” 
used to justify this ‘shell game’...are illustrations of Timothy’s “science falsely so called” [1 Timo- 
thy 6:20] and can be summarised in one sentence — “I believe the writer is probably more likely to 
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have said this”. 


Dr Ruckman has some further examples of inconsistency amongst editors of Greek New Testaments, 
namely Westcott, Hort and Nestle (4) Chapter 7. I have inserted Ricker Berry’s notes on the “au- 
thorities”’ for the alterations which predate Nestle’s 21“ Edition. This edition contains all of the al- 
terations cited. 


“A. John 14:7. At the close of the verse “avtov” (“him”) has been omitted. However, “avtov” is 
not only in the Receptus of the A.V. 1611, it is found also in P66 Qo century), representing the papy- 
rus, Aleph, and A (4” and 5" century), D ( 5” century), Theta ( gt" century), the Vulgate and the ma- 
jority of the remaining witnesses. This preponderant evidence is nullified by two manuscripts (which 
contain the Apocrypha!) — “B” (4'" century), and “C” from the 5" century. L, Tr, A contain the al- 
teration. 
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“B. John 8:38. Near the end of the verse the reader will see that “empakats” (“ye have seen”) has 
been deleted and “ykxovoats” (“ye heard”) inserted. The reading (A.V. 1611) is upheld by P66 (27 
century), Aleph (4 century), D ( 5” century), the Receptus manuscripts, and the Syriac palimpset of 
the 4” century. Nestle gives no documentation for the reading of his text and leaves us to assume 
that “B” and “A” have the reading “nkovoarte”. Since Aleph can cancel “B” in antiquity, and D 
can cancel “A” in antiquity, we are left with the Receptus manuscripts (which make up the bulk of 
any set of manuscripts), and a 2" century papyrus reading, which reads as the A.V. 1611.” L,T, Tr, 
A contain the alteration. The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs alter “ye have seen” to “you have heard” 
clearly on the basis of very weak evidence but are nevertheless able to depart from the AV1611 by 
so doing. 


At example E, sub-example 3, Dr Ruckman makes an amazing disclosure: 


“E 3. “O de Iletpog avaotac eõpauev Ext TO uvnuetrov Ka TapaKvwas Bensi ta oðoma 
Ketueva, Kat ATNAVEV TPOG avtov Oavuatav to yeyovog” (Luke 24:12). 


“On this last reading (Luke 24:12) the whole scholastic farce is suddenly manifested where the 
Freshman student can see it. The reading given above is the reading of the A.V. 1611.” (Nestle’s 
21“ Edition and the 1971 Edition of the RSV omit Luke 24:12. However, it is inserted in the NRSV 
and the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs.) Dr Ruckman continues: 


“But what have we here?! 


“The reading is supported by Vaticanus! Not only does “B” (Vaticanus) support the A.V. 1611 
reading, but this time P75, Aleph, A, C, Theta, and the Old Latin, and Old Syriac all contain the 
reading!” (L), T, (Tr) omit the verse or regard it as “doubtful”. 


“What have we here?! 


“How did this A.V. 1611 reading get omitted in a “New” Bible based on “older Manuscripts?” 
What is this “older manuscript” that is more authoritative than A, B, C, Aleph, Theta, and P75? 
Why bless my soul, it is “D” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis) from the 5" century. 


“What could have possessed Nestle...to suddenly reverse field and accept one Western manuscript as 
a higher authority than 4 Alexandrian Manuscripts which included Vaticanus?!...The truth of the 
matter is the verse had to be deleted to sustain and maintain the theory of W&H that the Syrian type 
text (A.V. 1611) was a “conflation” of Western and Alexandrian readings. The lengths to which 
these “scholars” will go to bolster this incompetent and ridiculous theory is now demonstrated, in 
Luke 24:12.” 


Dr Ruckman gives several more examples, together with another 34 in his books The Bible Babel 
and Problem Texts, Appendix 6, demonstrating that, although the modern Greek editors ‘prefer’ the 
Vaticanus manuscript B, they will use ANY manuscript to contradict the AV1611 and may well 
DISCARD B if it AGREES with the AV1611. 


Section 7.3 shows the subjective nature of “eclecticism.” Table 8 provides a summary with respect 
to the departures of the RV, NIV from the AV1611, listing manuscript sources followed by Greek 
editors listed after the semi-colon. Unless otherwise stated, Ne, JB, NJB, NWT match the RV, NIV 
and the RV matches the Westcott-Hort Greek text. I have listed major Greek sources. Dr J. A. 
Moorman, (39), (41), has a much more detailed listing. Table 8 uses the abbreviation mss. for 
manuscripts and the abbreviations Ne, G, L, T, Tr, A, W for Nestle (21* Edition), Griesbach, 
Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, Alford, Wordsworth respectively. See Section 10.3 for notes on 
those editors of the modern Greek texts. A bracketed initial means that the editor regards a reading 
as doubtful. No brackets mean that the editor has cut the reading out of the New Testament. RV, 
NIV using etc. means that the RV, 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs etc. omit the AV1611 reading listed. 
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Table 8 
‘Eclecticism’ at Work for the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs versus the AV1611 


Verse Omission or Alteration Against the AV1611 


. i RV, NIV using Aleph, B, Z, 2 cur- 


bless them that curse you, do good 
: ; RV, NIV using Aleph, B, 7 cur- 
Matthew 5:44 to them that hate you, despitefully aves LT Tr, A 
use you 
SE for thine is AREE and the RV, NIV using Aleph, B, D, Z, 6 
atthew 6: power, and the glory, forever. cursives: G L TTEA W 
Amen 
, For the Son of man is come to RV, NIV using Aleph, B, L, 3 cur- 
a ee save that which was lost sives; L, T, Tr, (A) 


Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye devour 
Matthew 23:14 widows houses, and for a pretence | RV, NIV using, Aleph, B, D; L, T, 
make long prayer: therefore ye | Tr, A 
shall receive the greater damna- 
tion 
that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, They RV, NIV using Majority mss.; G, L, 
Matthew 27:35 parted my garments among them, : 
i T, Tr, A. See Section 9.6 
and upon my vesture did they cast 
lots 


, Where their worm dieth not, and : ; 
Mark 9:44, 46 the fire is not quenched RV, NIV using Aleph, B; T, (Tr) 


NIV disputes verses using Aleph, B. 
: RV contains them, although West- 
Mark 16:9-20 te ee a cott and Hort’s Greek text omits 
` them. Verses omitted by T, (A). 
JB, NJB, NWT equivocal 


Luke 2:33 Joseph changed to: the child’s fa- | RV, NIV using Aleph, B; G, T, Tr, 
ther A 
Luke 4:18 to heal the brokenhearted 2A using Aleph, B; G, (L), T, 


even as Elias did, and said, Ye RV, NIV using Aleph, B, “a few 
know not what manner of spirit : l ier i 
Luke 9:54, 55, 56 ye are of, For the Son of man is a aedes (19) pole, T, 
= : (Tr), A (first clause), L, T, Tr, A 


not come to destroy men’s lives, ieamsinine clauses) 
but to save them 8 
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Table 8, Continued 


Omission or Alteration Against the AV1611 


RV, NIV using Marcion, Aleph and 
B, (last clause); G, T, Tr, A (first 
two clauses), G, (L),T, Tr, A (third 
clause), G, T, Tr, A (final clause) 


Two men shall be in the field; the | RV, NIV using Majority mss.; all 
Luke 17:36 one shall be taken, and the other | Greek editions except Stephanus’ 
left Ae Beza and Elzevir 


Luke 23:38 in letters of Greek, and Latin, and | RV, NIV using B, C, L; (L), T, Tr, 
Hebrew (A) 
; he said unto Jesus, Lord changed | RV, NIV using P75, Aleph, B, C, L; 


NIV using P66, P75, Aleph, B, L; T 
John 3:13 which is in heaven (7) p 42. JB has “who is in heaven,” 
NJB omits the clause 


John 3:15 should not perish RV, NIV using (L), T, Tr, A 


Whosoever believeth in nim should | RV, 1978, 2011 NIV, JB, NIB. Ne, 
John 3:15 por perisi, Out nave ererna Te |1984 NIV, NWT read as the 
changed to: everyone who believes 
ete AV1611 
may have eternal life in him 


aitus or ihemorne ot thewa RV, NIV, NWT, Ne using P66, P75, 
Wa a era i a ee Aleph, A, B, C, L, 0125 (John 5:3), 
er. Yor an ange went Cown at a | p66, P75, Aleph, B, C*, D, W supp, 
certain season into the pool, and ‘ i 
0125, cursive 33; (G), T, Tr, A. JB 
; troubled the water: whosoever a ee 
John 5:3, 4 : ‘ converts “angel” to “angel of the 
then first after the troubling of eet a as 
i Lord” using DR and Lachmann but 
the water stepped in was made : ; 
. otherwise retains the words. NJB 
whole of whatsoever disease he Ge ere ; 
omits “waiting for the moving o 
had 
the water” 


NIV disputes verses using Aleph, B, 
T as the only unequivocal mss. 
See notes under Against the omitting them. (G), L, T, Tr, A 
AV1611 and Section 7.3 omit the verses. RV retains them 
but W-H Greek text omits them. 
JB, NJB, NWT equivocal 


NIV using P66, P75, Aleph, B, D; 
John 9:35 Son of God changed to: Son of man | T. RV reads as AV1611 but W-H 
Greek text has the alteration. 


And Philip said, If thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest. ; _ ; 
Acts 8:37 And he answered and said, I be- oo. eee S Cl 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son D bo 
of God 


Our, which art in heaven, Thy 
Luke 11:2, 4 will be done, as in heaven, so in 
earth, but deliver us from evil 


John 7:53-8:11 


Table 8, Continued 
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Omission or Alteration Against the AV1611 


the Lord, it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. And he 
Acts 9:5, 6 trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? 


Romans 13:9 thou shalt not bear false witness 


judgment seat of Christ changed 
to: judgment seat of God 


1 Corinthians 10:28 for the earth is the Lord’s and the 
fulness thereof 


Romans 14:10 


Ephesians 3:9 by Jesus Christ 


Colossians 1:14 through his blood 


1 Timothy 3:16 God changed to: He or Who 


RV, NIV using Majority mss.; L, T, 
Tr, A, W. G omits the second read- 
ing but not the first. See Section 
9.6. 


RV, NIV using P46, A, B, D (39); 
G, L, T, Tr, A, W. Aleph HAS the 
reading, (35) 


RV, NIV using Aleph, B, D2 and 
other Alexandrian and Western 
mss.; L, T, Tr, A, W 


RV, NIV using G, L, T, Tr, A, W 


RV, NIV using Aleph, B, A, C, 2 
cursives; L, T, Tr, A 


RV, NIV using P46, Aleph, A, B, C, 
D (39); G, L, T, Tr, A, W 


RV, NIV using Aleph, B, A, C, D 
(BBB Feb., 1992); G, L, T, Tr, A, 
W 


RV, NIV using Aleph, D, cursive 
Paul 17 as the only unequivocal 
Greek mss.; G, L, T, Tr, A, W 


James 5:16 faults changed to: sins ea tains epee BA EG 
1 John 4:3 Christ is come in the flesh Ni NIY sme Dee Peu Lya 


in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
‘ and the Holy Ghost: and these 
mee three are one. And there are 
three that bear witness in earth 


RV NIV using Majority mss.; G, L, 
T, Tr, A, W 


33 passages of scripture have here been listed, totalling 62 verses. 5 of the modern readings, or 7 
verses, Matthew 27:35, Luke 17:36, Acts 8:37, 9:5, 6, 1 John 5:7, 8 are based on the Majority manu- 
scripts and the rest are from the Alexandrian and/or Western manuscripts. Agreement between the 
AV1611 and the Majority manuscripts for the above verses is over 85%, which is typical. See Sec- 


tions 1.3, 7.3. 


Where verses were not attested by the Majority manuscripts, the TR editors and AV1611 translators 
consulted other ancient sources to vindicate the authenticity of readings. There are variations be- 
tween editions of the TR but they are few compared to the variations between the “oldest and best 
mss,” so-called. See Sections 9.3, 9.6. Note also with respect to ‘Eclecticism’ that, overall, Tables 
7, 8 show that modern editors and their sources do not agree on what is scripture and what is not. 
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Tables 7, 8 are not exhaustive but they reveal in detail that: 


1. Aleph and B are repeatedly among the sources of variation from the AV1611 and therefore 
highly influential to this day, even if not “dominant.” 


2. “New discoveries” and “much more and earlier evidence” such as P66 and P75 are used to 
cut out MORE of the scriptures. 


3. There is appreciable inconsistency in the “eclecticism” or use of manuscript sources by 
modern editors for no apparent reason except to change the Text of the AV1611. 


4. There is appreciable inconsistency among modern editors, from Griesbach onwards with re- 
spect to what should or should NOT be “scripture.” 


5. Approximately 85% of AV1611 readings are supported by the Majority of manuscripts. 


Gail Riplinger (12) pp 499ff, 630ff lists many further examples of the inconsistency of the “eclecti- 
cism and subjectivism” of “modern textual critics.” Her penetrating summary of “the work of mod- 
ern textual critics and the principles on which they arrive at their conclusions” so beloved by our 
critic bears repeating. 


“The “accepted principles of the science of textual criticism” used to justify this ‘shell game’...are 


illustrations of Timothy’s “science falsely so called” and can be summarised in one sentence — “I 
believe the writer is probably more likely to have said this ”. 


“For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together” Mark 14:56. 


The final volume in this series addresses some of the discrepancies between the Holy Bible, AV1611 
and the NIV in more detail and discusses certain passages of scripture that our critic describes as 
“Disputed Texts.” 


Postscript to Chapter 12, from The Riplinger Report Issue #11: “The Greek says...” December 2011. 


The 400th anniversary of the KJB also brought many old documents to 
light. One in particular is very enlightening. The handwritten rules for 
the translation of the KJB (1604-1611) were published in a book entitled, 
Manifold Greatness: The Making of the King James Bible. it is published 
by the Bodleian Library of the University of Oxford in Great Britain (Helen 
Moore and Julian Reid, Eds., Oxford: Bodleian Library, p. 89). 


Readers were in for a surprise. | had said in In Awe of Thy Word that 
Rule 11 called for the input of any man. I had read that in one of the 
VERY old documents | have. That rule recognizes the priesthood of all 
believers and in effect denounces any separate ‘superior’ class of ‘schol- 
ars’ or ‘linguists.’ 


We are not offering the BP ers as a 

book Manifold Greatness, | ~~ = nf apil OR fewrty u Duke af timer we ew 
as it contains the typical ice ag amy men re OR Cand for ait giedgomt 
nonsense of unsaved Brit- PLvmwsae aoe) ee tA ee lek 


ish scholars. 


But the ISBN is available here for anyone who would like to 
see it for themselves. 


However, as the years rolled on, the liberal ‘scholars’ of England 
had changed Rule 11, when they wrote their books on the history 
of the KJB. They pretended that the translators invited only “any 
learned man." They added the word "learned" to rule 11 !!!! 


The deceivers include THE standard works on the history of the 
English Bible, such as A Textual History of the King James Bible 
by David Norton (Cambridge University Press, 2005, p. 8), Re- 
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cords of the English Bible: The Documents Relating to the Translation and Publication of the Bi- 
ble in English, 1525-1611, with introduction by Alfred W. Pollard, written by Henry Frowde, 1911, 
(Oxford University Press, p. 54), and Old Bibles: An Account of the Early Versions of the English 
Bible by J. R. Dore, (Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1888, p. 324). 


Lo and behold, when the ORIGINAL handwritten notes were resurrected for this 400th anniver- 
sary, and a photocopy printed in Manifold Greatness, they said, “any man”, just as | had said in 
In Awe of Thy Word**’'*. The scholars did not like the idea that just ANY believer could give his 
insights to the committee, so they changed it. 


+2012) 587. Another Bible critic, Barbara Aho, accused Sister Riplinger of lying about Rule 11, 
watch.pair.com/TR-3-christian-kabbalah.html, insisting that Rule 11 did refer to “any learned man.” 
Richard Bancroft’s own handwriting shows that Barbara Aho is following her mentor, of whom the Lord 
Jesus Christ said “he is a liar, and the father of it” John 8:44. Barbara Aho should note Numbers 
32:23 “be sure your sin will find you out.” 


The priesthood of believers, following the Spirit of God, not the puffed up views of scholars, is 
the means by which God preserves his word. King James and the KJB translators knew this. 


Don’t believe everything you read that was written by scholars. They uniformly copy each other, 
never bothering to look at the ‘original.’ Don’t believe everything you read criticizing KJB believ- 
ers and their facts either. 


IN SUMMARY, we can conclude that our Holy Bible is just that. It is holy and it is open to 
“any man" who will seek the face of the Lord. The Bible is not subject to the pseudo-scholars of 
today or the 1800s, who would pretend to give us its ‘sense’ and instead give us man-made ‘non- 
sense.’ The so-called "learned" men have been sold faulty Greek texts and a faulty set of the 
rules of translation from 1604. The blind are leading the blind. 


Jesus said, "I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” Matt. 11:25 


Jesus called the religious leaders of his day a generation of vipers. Their ancestors won’t like this 
newsletter. Good men will appreciate the information and there are plenty of good men around. 
Thanks be to God. We are ALL still learning. Or as one wise pastor said, "It’s what you learn after 
you ‘know it all’ that keeps one humble and close to the LORD.” 
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“The NIV - Apostate?” (Yes) 
13.1 “The “Totally Evangelical” NIV” 


Our critic begins with the statement “I notice that one of your illustrations describes the NIV as 
apostate. This is, I am afraid, simply ludicrous.” The illustration is Figure 5. 


Our critic evidently failed to “notice” that in the nine pages immediately preceding Figure 5, in the 
version of Chapters 1-7 which he received, 110 verses were listed where the NIV agreed with the JB 
or NWT or BOTH AGAINST the AV1611 in cutting out, corrupting or casting doubt on 101 of the 
110 examples given. The list of Old and New Testament verses given in Chapter 7 now numbers 
194. See Appendix, Tables A1, A2. 


The equivalent result for the extended list from Chapter 7 that Tables A1, A2 summarise is 180 of 
194 verses, where the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB, NWT AGAINST the AV1611 
in cutting out or casting doubt on AV1611 readings, or 93%. 


Our critic cited ANOTHER 64 VERSES, which do not appear in Sections 7.3 or 12.6 in Tables 7, 8, 
where the NIV agrees with BOTH the JB and NWT in 42 verses or 66%! Those repeated are Daniel 
3:25, Mark 6:20, Acts 2:47, 4:27, 30, 9:6. See Table 3a. 


The updated equivalent result is that the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB, NWT 
against the AV1611 in 41 of the 64 verses or 64%. See Table 3b. 


In addition, this study has revealed a further 69 verses where the NIV reading has been found to be 
either incorrect or inferior to the AV1611. See Sections 10.15. 


Overall, the agreement between the NIV, JB, NWT against the AV1611 for the entire New Testa- 
ment based on this author’s separate study of 1218 verses appears to be approximately 80%. See 
Section 10.15, where, as indicated, a figure of 80% agreement between the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs 
and the JB, NJB, NWT appears realistic for the whole New Testament. 


Table 6, Section 11.4 lists 60 verses which show that omissions in the NIV obviously stem from the 
Douay-Rheims version of the Roman Catholic Church, together with the 1582 Jesuit Rheims New 
Testament. See also Table 1. Tables 1, 6 show a total of 153 serious departures from the AV1611 
New Testament by the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs in agreement with the 1582 Jesuit Rheims New Tes- 
tament, the Douay-Rheims Challoner Version and the JB, NJB against the AV1611. 


Moreover, Table 8 in the previous chapter lists 62 verses to show the influence on the text of the 
1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs of Greek editors who were mostly unsaved heretics and who were NOT in 
perfect agreement. 


I am then supposed to believe that the NIV is NOT “apostate”? I find that proposition somewhat 
“ludicrous”. 


Moreover, Figure 5 is obviously the frontispiece of a BOOK. If our critic is so convinced that the 
NIV is NOT apostate, why did he not ask to see a copy of that book, so that he could refute its con- 
tents, no doubt with the help of “the standard scholarly works on the subject”? 


Our critic then states that “The hundred scholars responsible for (the NIV) came from all the main 
Protestant denominations and all had to subscribe to the high view of Scripture as set out in the 
Westminster Confession, the Belgic Confession and the New Hampshire Confession.” 


If the “hundred scholars” had such a “high view of Scripture” - which is not necessarily the same as 
actually BELIEVING ANY BIBLE to be the pure word of God AND the FINAL AUTHORITY - 
WHY did they VIOLATE The Westminster Confession of Faith in Section 8, Para. 2 of that Confes- 
sion, (3) p 25? 
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Two whole perfect and distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined 
together in one Person...Which Person is very God and very man, yet one Christ...” The Scripture 
proofs annexed to section 8, para. 2, include 1 Timothy 3:16, “God was manifest in the flesh.” The 
Westminster Divines evidently regarded this verse as one of the essential proofs of the Trinitarian 
doctrine of the Bible, that the Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is God. ” 


Our critic and the NIV translators “evidently regarded” the Westminster Divines as having been de- 
ceived by a “late highly doubtful reading” - according to our critic. See Sections 11.1 and Chapter 
14 of this work. 


Yet our critic insists that the NIV translators “were totally evangelical” in the “historic doctrinal 
sense” whereas “The KJV consisted of many high churchmen and so could hardly be claimed to 
be translated by a completely orthodox evangelical body.” 
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Dr Laurence Chaderton was one of the AV1611 translators. His sermons won 40 of the clergy to 
Christ, Section 4.2. Does our critic mention ANY NIV translator whose sermons have won even half 
that number to Christ? No. 


Dr Lancelot Andrewes was one of the AV1611 translators - AND a high churchman. “He was the 
means of converting many papists by his preaching and disputations” Section 12.4. 


Does our critic mention even one NIV translator whose “preaching and disputations” have been 
“the means of converting many papists ”? No. 


Regardless of who translated the AV1611, Finney and Sunday between them led 1,500,000 souls to 
Christ because they believed the AV1611 to be the pure word of God from cover to cover. See 
Chapter 8 and Section 12.5. 


Does our critic name any two preachers who have led even one-tenth of that number to Christ with a 
“totally evangelical” NIV? No. 


Dr Peter Trumper (58) p 10 has some penetrating observations about “all the main Protestant de- 
nominations ” among the NIV translators: 


“Reading the Preface of the NIV...We are told that “Anglican, Assemblies of God, Baptist, Brethren, 
Christian Reformed, Church of Christ, Evangelical Free, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Naza- 
rene, Presbyterian, Wesleyan and other churches - helped to safeguard the translation from sectar- 
ian bias. That is quite a cross section!...Are we to be palmed off so easily? There are some queer 
fish swimming about in these denominations, all blithely calling themselves “evangelical.” By the 
way, what about that ominous-sounding phrase, “and other churches”? What other churches? The 
reader should demand to know.” 


The TBS (56) have answered Dr Trumper’s questions in their Quarterly Record, Oct.-Dec. 1987 No. 
501, p 8. “Advice was also sought from Jewish, Roman Catholic, and atheistic scholars, according 
to a news release by the publishers.” 


The TBS article continues, p 11 “Attention must also be drawn to the fact that, although the NIV 
professes to be an evangelical translation, the Greek text on which it is mainly based was not pre- 
pared by evangelical scholars but by the editors of the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament. 
The UBS editors included several who deny the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures, working in co- 
operation with a Roman Catholic Cardinal, Carlo Martini. The soundness of a translation which 
relies upon such a source must be questioned by every one of the NIV’s evangelical readers. ” 


Not by our critic, who on this occasion appears quite ready to ignore “evidence which is inconven- 
ient to one’s case” although he has “collected, for a number of years, literature taking a similar 
approach.” 


Would he consider Cardinal Martini to be “totally evangelical” in the “historic doctrinal sense” of 
the word? 
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Anyone wishing to confirm the similarity between the NIV and UBS texts should consult the foot- 
notes in the Samuel Bagster 1982 British usage Edition of the NKJV. 


Dr Trumper is obviously quite justified in his assessment of the NIV translating committee as having 
“an ecumenical flavour” rather than an evangelical one. 


E. L. Bynum (58) p 8, (59) pp 5-6, comments about these “totally evangelical” scholars: 


““New Evangelical” schools are heavily represented on the translation committee. Among others, 
we find that this committee contains six men from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and several 
from Fuller, Wheaton, Dallas and even Oral Roberts University. Why does Oral Roberts University 
need to be represented? How sad to see Clyde T. Francisco of Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary represented. In the early 60’s Dr Ralph Elliott stirred a furore in his book, “The Message of 
Genesis”. Dr Elliott’s book denied the historical accuracy of the first 12 chapters of Genesis.” 


‘Evolutionary progress!’ Westcott only denied the first three. See Sections 6.1, 12.6. 
Pastor Bynum continues: 


“Adam meant mankind and Moses did not write the Pentateuch, the tower of Babel is a parable, 
Enoch was not translated, and the age of the men before the flood is doubtful, these as well as other 
heresies are contained in Elliott’s book. And where did Elliott get his ideas? In his introduction he 
said, “Though the material in this book is mine, and I do not wish anyone else to be charged with its 
deficiencies, I do wish to express my appreciation to DR. CLYDE T. FRANCISCO, my teacher and 
later a colleague on the faculty of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. It 
was in an eclective course in the Pentateuch under his guidance that I first gained inspiration and 
purpose to attempt a serious study on the Book of Genesis. THUS, I AM SURE THAT MANY OF 
THE INSIGHTS WHICH CULMINATED IN MY OWN MIND WERE PLACED THERE IN SEED- 
BED FASHION BY HIM. ”” 


Pastor Bynum concludes “To this date we have never heard of Dr Francisco denying this.’ 


J 


Yet I am assured that Dr Francisco is “totally evangelical” in the “historic doctrinal sense” of the 
word. 


What of Edwin Palmer, the “coordinator of all the work on the NIV” (12) pp 230-233? Gail Riplin- 
ger states “He ... “selected all of the personnel of the initial translation committee.” He also edited 
the NIV Study Bible which Zondervan says includes the “liberal position.” His scandalous and sac- 
rilegious statement will stun and shock the reader. In one of his books he quotes a verse from his 
NIV, then says: 
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This (his NIV) shows the great error that is so prevalent today in some orthodox Protestant cir- 
cles, namely that regeneration depends on faith...and that in order to be born again man must first 
accept Jesus as his Saviour.” ” The verse in question is John 1:13. 


The AV1611 reads “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” 


The NIV reads “children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God.” 


Palmer’s error and that of the NIV is seen in the words “nor of human decision.” “Human decision” 
is EXACTLY how ANY individual is “born of God.” 


Although no-one can “will” himself to be “born of God,” the Bible extends an open invitation to 
anyone to AVAIL himself of the new birth: 


“Whosoever WILL, let him take of the water of life FREELY” Revelation 21:17. 


It is a “human decision” whether to receive the Lord Jesus Christ, John 1:12, 3:36 or to reject Him, 
John 3:36, 12:48. God cannot make that decision for ANYONE. It is an individual matter for 
“whosoever believeth in him” John 3:16. 
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Having made the right “human decision,” that individual is then empowered to become a son of God 
by the new birth, John 3:3. Gail Riplinger continues: 


“If he denies “faith” and each individual’s responsibility to “accept Jesus as his Saviour,” what 
does he offer in its place? 


“Luke 21:19 
“NIV “By standing firm you will save yourself.” 
“AV1611 “In your patience possess ye your souls.” 


“He is not alone in his views. Another ‘liberal’ new version editor comments regarding this switch 
in Luke 21:19: 


““Of all the changes in the RV, that in Luke 21:19 is the one to which I look with most hope. We 
think of our souls as something to complete...” ” 


The RV reads “In your patience ye shall win your souls.” This is also the sense of the NIV, namely 
that salvation depends on an individual striving for it, to gain his soul as a prize at the end. In the 
AV1611, the believer in the context by his patience keeps what he HAS - his soul. Doctrinally, the 
passage applies to the tribulation, Matthew 24:13, where patience in trial is an element of salvation. 
Gail Riplinger continues: 


“Palmer devoted an entire chapter in his book, The Five Points of Calvinism, to disprove the idea 
that “man still has the ability to ask God’s help for salvation.” His “Five Points” form a Satanic 
pentagram. His book is so irrational that he is periodically forced to interrupt himself with com- 
ments like, “...as contradictory a that may see.” In defense of the obviously unscriptural character 
of his chapters, he quips, “The lack of a (scripture) text does not destroy their character.” He whit- 
tles away at John 3:16 and concludes that the view “that Christ loved the whole world equally and 
gave himself up for the world” is wrong... 


“(Palmer) says, “God intends that salvation shall be for only a few...” Sounding like one of the Je- 
hovah Witness 144,000 he says, “God chose only a certain number to be saved.” “For God so loved 
the world” becomes “only those whom he loved...would be saved...If God loves us, we are called”... 


“Palmer’s chapter on the ‘Elect’ elite is reflected in his translation of 1 Thessalonians 1:4, “he has 
chosen you.” He admits his change “suggests the opposite of” the KJV’s “your election of God.” 
In his system, God elects a few ‘winners’. In Christianity, God calls ALL sinners, but few elect to 
respond. Palmer denies that man should respond...Palmer believes, “Man is entirely passive.” He 
points to his alteration of John 1:13 asserting that it ‘proves’ man has no free will.” 


1 Thessalonians 1:9 bears out Dr Mrs Riplinger’s analysis. She continues: 


“His ‘elite’ were serenaded by the heavenly host in Luke 2:14 in the NIV...However, in the KJV the 
good will of God was extended to all men, not his favorite ‘God-pleasing’ elect. 


“NIV reads “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
“KJV reads “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
“Here, the new versions follow manuscripts Aleph, B, C and D. Their Greek differs from the over- 


whelming majority of manuscripts by one letter, ‘s’. The former has the genitive “eudokios,” while 
the latter has the nominative “eudokia’...the KJV and the Majority text reading of “eudokia’ is at- 


tested by not only MOST MSS but also by the oldest witnesses. 
2™ Century: Syriac Version and Irenaeus 
3™ Century: Coptic Version and the Apostolic Constitution 


4" Century: Eusebius, Aphraates, Titus, Didymus, Gregory, Cyril, Epiphanus, Ephraem, 
Philo, Chrysostom. 
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“In their passion to give space to Satan’s sermon, (the NIV committee) follow four corrupt fourth 
and fifth century MSS while ignoring a total of 53 ancient witnesses including 16 belonging to the 
second, third and fourth centuries and 37 from the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth centuries. 


“Although the advertisements for the NIV boast that it was translated by a committee of 100 schol- 
ars, Palmer’s hand picked CBT (Committee on Bible Translation) “would choose a translation other 
than that of the initial or intermediate or general editorial committees.” Therefore Palmer and his 
cronies could ignore all three intermediate committees and make their own translation. This is evi- 
dent in verses such as Romans 1:28 where a concept from Palmer’s chapter entitled “Total Deprav- 
ity” finds its way. He admits his purposeful switch saying, “Paul was not speaking of the reprobate 
but the depraved”...” 


“His power and influence can also be seen in the Commonwealth edition of the NIV in which 
“Edwin Palmer...agreed with many of the changes himself to save time.” (The Greek Textus Recep- 
tus is often ignored by critics who insist Erasmus hurried it along to save time.) Palmer’s Calvinism 
did not rest with his influence in the NIV. The New King James Committee boasts seven members 
who subscribe to Palmer’s elite ‘Elect’ and damned ‘depraved’ classes. ” 


Yet Palmer is supposed to be “totally evangelical” in the “historic doctrinal sense” of the word. 


Our critic should have noted the reading from Romans 13:9 listed in Section 7.3 and omitted from 
the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs. 


“Thou shalt not bear false witness.” 
13.2 “The “High Christology” of the NIV” 


Our critic then insists that “In a number of instances the NIV is much clearer for the deity of 
Christ, and the deity and personality of the Holy Spirit than the KJV.” 


He seeks to illustrate this assertion by reference to “five key texts affirming the deity of Christ about 
which there is no textual controversy John 1:1; Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13; Hebs 1:8; 2 Peter 1:1 In 
terms of presenting a high Christology the NIV scores 5 out of 5 while the KJV scores 3 out of 5.” 


I assume that by “a high Christology” our critic means that the verses indicate that Jesus is God. He 
then extends this list to eight, “where the Greek text can be understood (either in the light of the 
best Greek MSS. or correct grammatical interpretation) to call Christ God.” 


Observe that our critic does NOT specify WHICH manuscripts are “the best Greek mss. ”, nor does 
he allow for the fact that INTERPRETATIONS belong to GOD, Genesis 40:8, not Greek grammari- 
ans. 


His eight verses are John 1:1, 1:18, Acts 20:28, Romans 9:5, 2 Thessalonians 1:12, Titus 2:13, He- 
brews 1:8, 2 Peter 1:1. He concludes “The KJV accepts only 4 out of 8 as referring to Christ’s de- 
ity, while the NIV accepts 7 out of 8. Yet the NIV is supposed to be apostate!” 


stick out their chicken breasts, and prove that such corruptions as the ASV, RV, NIV, NASV, RSV, 
and others did not attack the Deity of Christ. In order to do this, they deliberately side-stepped ALL 
of the salient verses that dealt with it (see Acts 4:27; 1 Tim. 3:16; Acts 20:28; Luke 2:33; Luke 
23:42; John 3:13; et al.) and chose other verses that were NOT salient...John 1:1, which is not sali- 
ent; John 1:18 (where (Custer (44)) had accepted the Arian teaching of the Jehovah’s Witnesses); 
Romans 9:5*°°'?, which is not salient; Titus 2:13, which is not salient; and Hebrews 1:8, which is 
not salient.” 


#20!2See Dr Ruckman’s commentary The Book of Romans p 357 where he states that “/Romans 9:5] 
is one of the greatest verses in the Bible on the Deity of Jesus Christ” i.e. salient. However, no prob- 
lem arises because our critic does not dispute that Romans 9:5 in the AV1611 testifies unequivocally 
to the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Although our critic’s list of eight verses includes Acts 20:28, this is only possible because the NIV 
WENT BACK to the AV1611 reading from the RSV reading “of the Lord,” which the NIV neverthe- 
less RETAINED in the margin*”?"?, +012 As does the 1984 NIV hard copy. 


Otherwise, our critic’s list bears an uncanny resemblance to the verses cited by Dr Ruckman as “not 
salient” by comparison with the verses he lists which DO emphasise Christ’s Deity. 


Once again, Gail Riplinger reveals the subterfuge to which our critic has resorted (12) pp 369-371. 
She refers to a book by “D. A. Carson, a most forward new version advocate” entitled The King 
James Version Debate. 


“(Carson) proceeds to give, as “advanced work,” a small chart from the promotional brochures 
used to ‘advance’ the sale of new versions. It quickly becomes apparent that he must mean - ‘ad- 
vanced con artistry’ not ‘advanced’ scholarship. The chart is composed of only eight verses, which 
he calls, “all the verses of the New Testament that can be translated in such a way that they directly 
call Jesus, ‘God’.” (He must be using a new version.) In fact, only three of the eight deal with the 
deity of Christ at all. (Books such as Nave’s Topical Bible or Lockyer’s classic All the Doctrines of 
the Bible do not even mention these five other verses under the heading ‘Deity of Christ.’ However, 
these books do cite many of the verses covered in this book which are omitted by the new versions.) 


“The following is an abridgement of the trumped-up chart used by new version publishers and Car- 
son. 


“VERSES THAT IDENTIFY JESUS AS GOD 


Verse KJV NIV 
John 1:1 Yes Yes 
John 1:18 No Yes 
John 20:28 Yes Yes 
Rom. 9:5 Yes Yes 
2 Thess. 1:12 No No 

Titus 2:13 No Yes 
Heb. 1:8 Yes Yes 
2 Pet. 1:1 No Yes 


For brevity, I have omitted the NASV, which is also included in the chart. 


Our critic’s list has Acts 20:28 instead of John 20:28. The discrepancy is minor because the NIV 
reads as the AV1611 in Acts 20:28, while both versions are awarded a “Yes” by Carson for John 
20:28. However, there is a slight advantage for our critic in using Acts 20:28 because in John 20:28 
the NIV reads “Thomas answered, “My Lord and my God!” 


The AV1611 reads “And Thomas answered AND SAID UNTO HIM, My Lord and my God” 
(my emphasis). The AV1611 puts much greater emphasis on the fact that Thomas is addressing Je- 
sus. The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agrees with the JB, NJB. The RV, NWT, Ne and other Greek texts 
read with the AV1611. 


Gail Riplinger continues “The KJV’s four out of eight verses marked ‘No’, to which Carson points to 
support his claim that “the KJV missed half” of the verses on Christ’s deity, prove to be straw men 
which fall with a touch of scholarly inspection. 


1. John 1:18 [New Age Versions pp 339, 342] The term “the only begotten Son” is seen in the vast 
majority of MSS and is witnessed to the earliest extant record of John 1:18, Tertullian in A.D. 
150...The word ‘only begotten’ emphasises too strongly the distinction between Jesus Christ, the 
begotten Son, and believers who are adopted sons. “Only begotten” also flattens any New Age 
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assertion that Jesus is one in a long line of avatars. The ‘censored’ versions stand ready to sup- 
port those unscriptural schemers who subscribe to a Son who was not ‘begotten’. 


““He, Jesus, is the unique Son of God...but there have been lots of others like him...he was a 
guide and I can be just like him” New Ager. 
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The only Son, Jesus is mankind’s Saviour. The second advent of Jesus is in Korea” Reverend 
Moon. 


““The Spirit of Eternity is One...God the Mother is omniscient...The only Son is Christ, and 
Christ is Love” The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus Christ... 


“The jarring tone of ‘Christians’ harmonising with cultists is confounding. (Recall that Palmer 
hand picked the members of the NIV committee and had the final say on all translations.) 


““The Holy Spirit did not beget the Son” Edwin Palmer NIV Committee Executive Secretary.” 


I will discuss John 1:18 further in relation to scriptures which our critic wishes to delete from the Bi- 
ble. Mrs Riplinger continues, p 370: 


2. 2 Thessalonians 1:12: ALL versions read “our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” The originator 
of the chart thinks a comma should be added (after “God’’). (Author’s note: I believe that Mrs 
Riplinger means that the “and” in the clause should be replaced by a comma.) 


3. Titus 2:13: ALL Greek texts have the wording of the KJV, “God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
None render it as the new versions do. 


4. 2 Peter 1:1 Lewis Foster, NIV and NKJV committee member, reveals WHY new version editors 
insert Christ’s deity in Peter and Titus, yet removed it (in) nearly 100 other places. “Some 
would point out that in passages Titus and 2 Peter, the expression of the deity of Christ has been 
strengthened by renderings even in liberal translations. What many do not realize is that even 
here the strong affirmation of deity is used to serve a purpose. The liberal translator ordinarily 
denies that Paul wrote Titus or that Peter wrote 2 Peter. He points to the very language deify- 
ing Jesus as an indication of the later date of these epistles when Paul and Peter could not have 
written them.” 

5. 2 Thessalonians 1:12, Titus 2:13, and 2 Peter 1:1 are called “hendiades,” from the Greek “hen, 
dia dyoin,” ‘one by two’. Grammatically it is the “expression of an idea by two nouns con- 
nected by “and”, instead of by a noun and an adjunct. It would be like introducing one’s spouse 
as “my wife and best friend.”” 


Dr Ruckman adds (1) p iii “Any fool could have seen the same construction in Isaiah 45:21.” 


The AV1611 reading in Titus 2:13 and 2 Peter 1:1 is actually a superior testimony to the Deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ than the NIV variation. “Our God” NIV, simply designates the Lord as God of the 
Christians. The expression “God and our Saviour” AV1611 shows that the Lord is GOD univer- 
sally but effectually the Saviour of the Christian. Doctrinally, the Lord is, of course, “Saviour of the 
world” John 4:42. Note 1 Timothy 4:10. 


“For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.” 


Our critic also maintains that “J Peter 3:15 is another example of the KJV missing the deity of 
Christ. This verse is based on Isaiah 8:13 and is typical of many instances in the NT where what 
is spoken of God in the OT is ascribed to Christ in the NT - writers are thereby affirming his deity. 
The KJV using an inferior text misses this clear affirmation that Christ is God.” 


The accusation that the AV1611 has “an inferior text” has been answered in Chapter 9. 


The relevant portion of 1 Peter 3:15 in the AV1611 reads “But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts:” 
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The relevant portion of Isaiah 8:13 in the AV1611 reads “Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself;” 


The corresponding readings in the 1978, 1984 NIVs are “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord” 
1 Peter 3:15 and “The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy” Isaiah 8:13. The 2011 
NIV has “revere Christ as Lord.” In his reference to Isaiah 8:13, our critic by-passed the attacks by 
the NIV on Christ’s Deity in the very next chapter, Isaiah 9:6. See Section 5.6. 


Agreeing with the NIV in 1 Peter 3:15 are the DR, RV, JB, NJB, NWT, Ne, L, T, Tr, A, W, Section 
11.4. 

The association between 1 Peter 3:15 and Isaiah 8:13 is much clearer in the AV1611 than in the NIV 
because the AV1611 uses the word “sanctify” in each verse. 


In fact, the NIV has subtly erased ALL DIRECT REFERENCE TO DEITY in the verse. Thanks to 
the modern editors - see above - it has omitted the word “God.” Moreover, the term “Christ AS 
Lord” NIV, is NOT identical to “Christ IS THE Lord” 1 Corinthians 12:3. The RV, NIV, JB, 
NWT all omit “the.” The NJB has “the Lord Christ” i.e. retaining “the” but still omitting “God.” 


The term “Christ AS Lord” appears nowhere in the Bible for this simple reason. Christ IS the Lord. 
He should not be only likened to the Lord by the word “as” which in the NIV construction appears as 
a relative pronoun denoting comparison of high quality, which is not necessarily identical quality. 


Elsewhere in his letter Peter uses the word “as” in this proverbial sense: 

“as of a lamb” 1:19, “the lamb of God” John 1:29 but not a literal lamb. 

“as grass” 1:24, obviously not literal grass. 

“As newborn babes” 2:2, spiritual babes but not literal babies. 

“as lively stones” 2:5, not literal stones. 

“as sheep” 2:25, not literal sheep. 

“as a roaring lion” 5:8, not a literal lion. 

The same sense is found in 2 Samuel 19:27, Galatians 4:14 “as an angel of God.” 


The NIV uses “like” instead of “as” in all of these verses except in 1 Peter 1:19, where no pronoun is 
used and in Galatians 4:14 where “as if” is used. No doubt it uses “as” in 1 Peter 3:15 because “like” 
would not fit easily into the wording of the sentence but “as” here retains the same sense. 


In sum, Carson’s chart and our critic’s use of it are examples of how NOT to “Provide things hon- 
est in the sight of all men” Romans 12:17. 


13.3 “The Different Treatment by the NIV of the Holy Spirit” 


Our critic continues “The different treatment by the KJV and the NIV of the deity and personality 
of the Holy Spirit in the following verses is revealing also.” 


Among the verses listed here by our critic are several which have been discussed in Sections 10.3, 
11.4 i.e. Luke 10:21, Acts 4:25 and Acts 16:7. 


Evidently Matthew 22:43 “in spirit” AV1611, should be “by the Spirit” RV (“in” instead of “by”), 
NIV, JB, NJB. The NWT has “by inspiration.” Both Ne and Berry’s TR translate as the AV1611. 
Presumably the modern translators desire to force Matthew 22:43 to match Mark 12:36, where the 
AV1611 has “by the Holy Ghost” with the same in the NIV except that “Ghost” is given as “Spirit.” 


The modern revisers thereby lose the cross references to Psalm 51:10-12 “renew a right spirit 
within me...uphold me with thy free spirit,” which show from the statements in Matthew and 
Mark that David’s prayer was answered and that his pledge in Psalm 51:13 to “teach transgressors 
thy ways” was fulfilled. 
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Moral: “When the Bible says one thing and scholarship says another, scholarship can go plumb to 
the devil!” Billy Sunday, Chapter 8. 


Our critic’s next reference is Acts 11:28, where “by the spirit” AV1611 should be “through the 
Spirit” DR (“by” instead of “through”), RV (as DR), NIV, JB (“by the Spirit”), NJB “by the Spirit”). 
The NWT has “through the spirit” and the Greek texts have “the Spirit.” 


The AV1611 is supposedly in error because “spirit” has not been capitalised as in the NIV etc. This 
objection overlooks the fact that “spirit” is not capitalised by the NIV in John 4:24, although the ref- 
erence is to the Person of God Himself. The DR, JB, NJB have “spirit” together with the Greek 
texts, although the RV and NWT read with the AV1611, which has “Spirit.” 


The NIV gives another evasive reading in 1 Kings 22:22-24 and 2 Chronicles 20:20-23, showing that 
the translators were unable to distinguish between a LYING spirit and “the Spirit of the Lord” 
AV1611. 


This is what happens when a verse on SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT is altered, 1 John 4:3. See 
Section 11.4. 


I find that Walker’s Concordance, Kregel Publications Inc., 1976 distinguishes between “S” and “s” 
in reference to “Spirit” and “spirit.” Young’s does not preserve this distinction. Although I have not 
checked all the references - they are very numerous - it appears that in the New Testament, “Spirit” 
is the designation for the Third Person of the Godhead. In the Old Testament, “spirit” is sometimes 
used when the work or ministry of the Holy Spirit is the subject of the passage. See Isaiah 11:2 and 
Ezekiel 1:12, 2:2, 3:12. Agabus appears to have been a prophet with a roving commission, Acts 
11:28, 21:10 and could have had a prophetic ministry similar to that of John the Baptist, Luke 1:17, 
who was likened to an Old Testament prophet, namely Elijah, Matthew 11:14. 


Given that Agabus had some association, therefore, with Old Testament prophetic ministry, it would 
be entirely appropriate for him to be speaking “by the spirit,” small “s”. He did, after all, speak 
words of “spirit and life,” John 6:63. 


I have thus far been speaking of the word “spirit” as found in the Cambridge Cameo Edition of the 
AV1611. (The Oxford 1611 AV1611 also has “spirit” in Acts 11:28.) However, Walker’s Concor- 
dance and the Cambridge Concord Edition of the AV1611 have “Spirit” in Acts 11:28 - which 
would also be entirely appropriate because Agabus was part of the New Testament Church and min- 
istering to that Body. Both readings can therefore be justified and our critic is merely gnat-straining. 


Our critic then objects to “the Spirit itself’ AV1611, in Romans 8:16, 26, claiming the reading 
should be “himself,” DR, RV, NIV, JB, NJB (Romans 8:16, the NJB has “the Spirit personally” in 
Romans 8:26). The NWT and Berry’s TR have “itself,” Ne has both readings. 


There are some manifestations of the Spirit of God, Ezekiel 1:20, 21, Revelation 4:5, where applica- 
tion of gender to “Spirit” would not be appropriate. The modern alteration obscures this revelation. 
Dr Gipp (9) pp 97-98, replies to our critic’s charge as follows: “The word translated “itself” in Ro- 
mans 8:26 is “pneuma” which means “spirit”...“pneuma” is a NEUTER, a fact which is known to 
even first year Greek language students. Thus, the King James Bible CORRECTLY translates 
pneuma “itself” because it would be grammatically incorrect to translate it “himself” as many of to- 
day’s inferior translations do. Since critics of the King James Bible like to deride it for pretended 
“mistranslations”’ of the Greek, it seems hypocritical indeed to criticise it here for properly translat- 
ing the Greek. Then to add insult to ignorance they laud other versions such as...the NIV which IN- 
CORRECTLY render pneuma as “himself.” 


“Secondly, in adding to their hypocrisy and exposing their disdain for God’s Bible, these same crit- 
ics...will promote translations such as the NIV which call God a “What” in Acts 17:23. The Author- 
ised Version correctly renders it “Whom.” 
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“Thirdly...is a statement that Jesus Christ makes in John chapter 4 while dealing with the woman at 
the well... 


“Ve worship ye know not what: we know WHAT we worship...” 
“To whom is Jesus referring by the word “what”? The next verse defines His statement perfectly. 


“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship THE FATHER in 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.” 


“Thus we see that Jesus finds referring to His own Father as “what” in verse 22 a NON-ISSUE.” 


See also samgipp.com/answerbook/?page=33.htm. 


The scripture itself explains why Romans 8:16, 26 contain the expression “the Spirit itself.” (“The 
Spirit himself’ occurs nowhere in scripture.) 


“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things 
to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” John 
16:13-14. 


“The Spirit of truth” is glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ throughout Romans 8. See in particular 
Romans 8:17, 29, 34-39. Therefore “he shall not speak of himself.” 


Simple, really 


However, anyone intent on glorifying himself against “the scripture of truth” Daniel 10:21 would 
miss it. 


Our critic’s next objection is in Ephesians 1:17 where “the spirit of wisdom” AV1611 should be 
“the Spirit of wisdom” i.e. capital “S” (not “Wisdom” as in our critic’s document), 1978, 1984, 2011 
NIVs. The JB, NJB, NWT all have “spirit” i.e. small “s.” The NIV’s alteration obscures the cross 
reference to Isaiah 11:2 and the spiritual wisdom now available to the Christian. The alteration also 
creates confusion because Ephesians 1:17 is a prayer on behalf of SAINTS, Ephesians 1:1, who al- 
ready HAVE “the Spirit” Romans 8:9. 


Our critic’s last objection is Philippians 3:3. The AV1611 reading is “we...worship God in the 
spirit.” The NIV reading is “we who worship by the Spirit of God,” similarly with the RV, JB, NJB, 
NWT (“God’s spirit”), Ne, L, T, Tr, A, W. 

The comparison speaks for itself. The Bible believer follows the example of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and WORSHIPS GOD IN SPIRIT, John 4:22-24. 


“Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But 


the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 


The modern revisers “worship YE KNOW NOT WHAT.” 


Gail Riplinger (12) pp 383-384 lists several verses where reference to the Holy Ghost has been 
weakened or removed in the modern versions “from ‘ecumenical’ pressures not from Greek manu- 
script evidence. ” 


The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs read the same in the following verses, except for Romans 15:19. 
Matthew 12:31 


“the Holy Ghost” AV1611, “the Spirit” DR, RV, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT (“spirit”), Ne and the other 
Greek texts. “Holy” is italicised in the AV1611. 
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John 7:39 


“the Holy Ghost” AV1611, “the Spirit” DR, RV, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT (“spirit”), Ne, L, T, (Tr, A). 
“The original writing on the oldest papyri (P66) says “the Holy Ghost”” (12) p 383. See Section 
11.4. 


Acts 6:3 
“the Holy Ghost” AV1611, “the Spirit” RV, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT (“spirit”), Ne, G, L, T, Tr, A 
Acts 8:18 


“the Holy Ghost” AV1611, “the Spirit” NIV, JB, NIB, NWT (“spirit”), Ne, T, (Tr), A. “The earli- 
est papyri (P45 and 74) say “Holy Ghost” ” (12) p 383. 


Romans 8:1 


See Section 11.4. The second half of Romans 8:1 “who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit” is yet another omission stemming from G, L, T, Tr, A, W which occurs in the NIV, JB, NJB, 
NWT. 


Romans 15:19 


“the Spirit of God” AV1611, “the Spirit” 1978, 1984 NIVs, Ne. The DR JB, NJB, NWT have 
“Holy Ghost” or “Holy Spirit” as do G, L, Tr, (A), W. “The earliest papyri (2"“ century P46), 
Aleph, Nestle’s 26" edition, and the Majority Greek Text agree on the reading, “the Spirit of God.” 
(NIV) follows ONE 4” century manuscript, B” (12) p 383. The 2011 NIV reinserts “of God” in Ro- 
mans 8:19. 


1 Corinthians 2:13 


“the Holy Ghost” AV1611, “the Spirit” DR, RV, NIV, JB, NWT (“spirit”), Ne, G, L, T, Tr, A, W. 
See Section 11.4 


1 Peter 1:22. See Section 7.3. “Through the Spirit” and “pure” have been omitted by the DR 
(changes “pure” to “sincere”), RV, Ne, NIV, NKJV f.n. omits “through the Spirit” only, NWT, 
JB, NJB. 


Our critic listed 9 verses on the Spirit, or spirit, in which his criticisms of the AV1611 have been 
shown to be unjustified and in which deficiencies in the modern translations have been revealed. In 
addition, a further 8 verses have been cited with respect to the Spirit of God, where criticisms of the 
NIV etc. are FULLY JUSTIFIED. 


Taking this section as a whole, NONE of our critic’s criticisms of the AV1611 withstand close scru- 
tiny. NEITHER DO HIS ATTEMPTS TO UPHOLD THE NIV AS A ‘BIBLE.’ 


Yet our critic concludes “It is ludicrous to say that the NIV is apostate compared with the KJV. 
Rather the boot is on the other foot.” 


This last statement displays our critic’s hatred for the Authorised Holy Bible like no other in his en- 
tire document. The AV1611, which has had the breath of God upon it for nearly four centuries, 
Chapter 10, Section 10.3, is declared by him to be “apostate.” Our critic would do well to ponder 
Romans 14:12, where Paul is speaking to CHRISTIANS; 


“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God” 


and marshal his arguments carefully, far more carefully than he has for this document, provided he’s 
there. Note the following independent evaluation of his document. See Epilogue at the end of 
Chapter 7. 


A sister in the LORD in the USA has had this to say about our critic after reading the hard copy edi- 
tion of “O Biblios.”” On the face of our critic’s repeated attacks on “the scripture of truth” Daniel 


245 


10:21, the following evaluation from an essentially independent source appears quite reasonable to 
this author. 


“This man’s criticisms are unbelievable. Really, complaining about the use of Saint for the four 
gospels. I don’t really believe this man is saved much less has taken time to read the bible. I’m 
thinking that he only went to school to learn from the ‘scholarly’ men who taught him to disbelieve 
the bible. 


“I think [our critic] was not a believer at all, Alan. It doesn’t seem possible with some of the things 
he said. To get so upset and write a 20 page thesis on what’s wrong with God’s word just to put you 
in your place so to speak. That doesn’t appear to be the least bit Godly.” 


A final note on the NIV comes from an article in the Bible Believers’ Bulletin, October 1993, entitled 
The New International Perversion. I quote from the article: “One of the literary consultants for the 
NIV translating committee is a LESBIAN...Her name is Dr Mollenkott. In the Episcopal Witness 
(June 1991, pp. 20-23), another woman, Sue Pierce, asked her, “Why was it important to both of you 
to come out as lesbians?” The sex pervert’s reply was, “My lesbianism has always been a part of 
me...what I did ultimately realise was that GOD CREATED ME AS I WAS, and that this is where life 
was meaningful.” 


And I am supposed to believe that this individual is “totally evangelical” in the “historic doctrinal 
sense” of the word? 


13.4 “NIV and RCs” 


Our critic’s comments here are in response to the statement in Chapter 5, Section 5.7 wherein I note 
that the Catholic Truth Society sell the NIV but not the AV1611. 


This note was based on an observation made some years ago by J. E. North (58) p 20. It prompts our 
critic to inform me that “a Gallup survey...indicated that in England and Wales 13% RCs used the 
KJV and only 2% used the NIV. 8% RC churches used the KJV and 0% used NIV.” 


Our critic has ignored an obvious implication of these figures. They show that 85-90 % RCs “use” - 
not “believe,” Section 10.15 - something OTHER THAN the AV1611 or the NIV. 


Although the DR is a possibility, it is most likely to be the Jerusalem Bible, JB**°'”, as I confirmed 
in a telephone call to the CTS on 11" November 1994. The lady who answered said that they “usu- 
ally recommend the JB.” This work has shown repeatedly that the ‘bible’ which the NIV agrees 
with consistently and most frequently AGAINST the AV1611 is the JB. The results of the poll are 
therefore no indictment of the AV1611. **°!°The NJB is of course another possibility, which, with 
the JB, departs most frequently from the AV1611. See Section 10.15, Tables 3a, 3b, Appendix, 
Tables A1, A2 and remarks. Our critic failed to give the full results of the survey. Yet again, Sec- 
tion 13.2, he failed to “provide things honest in the sight of all men” Romans 12:17. 


I asked the lady in the CTS about this Gallup survey cited by our critic. She had no knowledge of it 
whatsoever, so it could not have received very wide publicity amongst Catholics. This dear lady 
then confirmed that the CTS do sell the NIV - of which they had a few - but NOT the AV1611. It is 
not considered to be a ‘Catholic’ Bible. This would suggest that RCs are not persuaded of the 
AV1611’s “Pro-Roman emphasis” even if our critic is. 


However, the lady in the CTS suggested that I contact the Cathedral Bookshop next to St. Paul’s, 
Westminster. Upon doing so, I spoke to another dear lady, whom I think had a Spanish accent, who 
informed me that they DID sell BOTH the AV1611 AND the NIV! However, she had not heard of 
the Gallup survey either, so perhaps our critic should send them the results. It may help their mar- 
keting strategy. 


What Rome really thinks of the 1611 Holy Bible is found from the two impeccable sources follow- 
ing. The first is from The Secret Plan, compiled in the Jesuit College near Turin in Northern Italy in 
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1825. The plan was written up by Fr Leone, SJ, translated and published in 1848 by Augusta Cooke. 
This is what the Jesuits had to say about the Authorized King James Bible of 1611. 


“Then the Bible, that serpent which with head erect and eyes flashing threatens us with its venom 
while it trails along the ground, shall be changed into a rod as soon as we are able to seize it [1881, 
Revised Version, Westcott and Hort, Cambridge University; 1881, see Section 6.1, ‘Originals- 
onlyism,’ Hodge and Warfield, Princeton Theological Seminary, see Section 12.6, “Traitors, heady, 
highminded” 2 Timothy 3:4]...for three centuries past this cruel asp has left us no repose. You well 
know with what folds it entwines us and with what fangs it gnaws us.” 


American Baptist Eric Jon Phelps is a long-term researcher of Vatican strategy. His comment on the 
above Jesuit statement is that “As The Authorized Version is the bulwark for the very Reformation 
the [Jesuit] Order is oath-bound to destroy it. See Did The Catholic Church Give Us The Bible? by 
David W. Daniels, Chick Publications, 2005, p 111 and Vatican Assassins by Eric Jon Phelps, CD, 
Chapter 21, p 485. 


Again our critic criticises the AV1611 for its “Elizabethan English” which “means less and less to 
people in the twentieth century.” 


Whatever the AV1611 or any Bible may or may not mean “to people in the twentieth century” the 
facts of the matter do not appear to mean much to our critic. He has obviously not researched the 
language of the AV1611 very thoroughly. See Section 10.14. 


Our critic’s only other statement in this section which requires any discussion is that “Theologically 
there is nothing objectionable in the KJV to the RC position which is not also in the NIV.” 


The key to this statement is the word “Theologically”’. It puts the discussion in the realm of what the 
Bible TEACHES - or is presumed to teach - and separates it from the actual WORDS of the Bible. 
The statement is akin to the time-honoured excuse for replacing the AV1611 with “some new thing” 
Acts 17:21: ‘Any version is all right as long as it contains the fundamentals of the faith,’ Section 5.7. 


I gave a list of verses in Section 5.2 where WORDS had been changed to support, or at least not to 
offend RC teaching. To this list could be added John 1:42, compare the AV1611 with the NIV and 
its footnote. The only attention which our critic gave to those verses was to ATTACK the AV1611 
readings and to SUPPORT the RC readings. See the discussion in Section 12.5 on Colossians 1:14 
and the discussion on Acts 8:37 to follow. For now, note the following summary, where the 1978, 
1984, 2011 NIVs, JB, NJB, NWT are in lock-step in ecumenical oneness. See also Section 7.3. 


Matthew 1:25 “firstborn” omitted to make Mary a perpetual virgin. 
Matthew 5:44 “bless them that curse you” omitted to allow for Papal anathemas. 


Matthew 6:13 “For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen” to 
strengthen the pope’s pretence to global temporal power. 


Matthew 16:3, 23:14 the Lord’s rebukes “O ye hypocrites” and “Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: 
therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation” to religious hypocrites deleted. 


Acts 8:37, 9:5, 6 explicit readings on individual salvation deleted. These are: 


“And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” 


“the Lord” and “it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished 
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 


These deletions enable Rome to say, as Halley shows, Halley’s Bible Handbook, Zondervan, 1965, 
pp 775, 783-4, 787, that obedience to the Pope is necessary for salvation. Rome’s influence during 
the Dark Ages was such that these readings are missing from most extant Greek manuscripts. But 
the Waldenses preserved them, as does the AV1611. 
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Colossians 1:14 “through his blood” omitted to equate redemption with priestly absolution. This is 
a prime example of unbridled papal power. 


James 5:16 “faults” changed to “sins” to encourage the abomination of the Confessional. 


ALL of the above readings are “theologically...objectionable...to the RC position.” They ARE in the 
1611 Holy Bible. They are NOT in the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs. 


13.5 “The Effect of Modern Versions” 


Our critic’s comments here would be in response to the statement by Dr Gipp, Section 5.5, the mate- 
rial found in Section 6.3 and Figure 4 A Flood of Apostasy and Revision. 


Our critic does not refute, discuss or even address ANY of the information in any of these sources. 
Instead, he asserts “Your claim that our present national moral decline is the result of reading 
modern versions is a complete non sequitur.” (A “non sequitur” is “that which does not follow” 
for those who do not understand Latin any better than Elizabethan English.) 


a” 


I didn’t attribute ANY decline to “reading modern versions.” The root cause of the decline is the 
REJECTION of ‘Imperial Text’ of the AV1611. Figure 4 makes this clear. Our critic simply 
evaded the issue. 


Moreover, although he is apparently CONVINCED about what is NOT the cause of “our present 
national moral decline,” he is quite unable to state what IS the cause of this decline. I am surprised 
at this silence on our critic’s part, given the vehemence of his opening statement. 


Our critic continues “modern versions do not present a different God, a different Christ, a different 
salvation, or a different morality. To suggest otherwise is absolutely untrue.” 


Gail Riplinger does not “suggest” anything of the sort. She proves it. It is the main thesis of her 
book, which our critic should have read before passing judgement. See Section 13.1 for a small 
sample. 


For another example, consider Isaiah 14:12a in the AV1611: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning!” and in the NIV: “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, 
son of the dawn!” “Lucifer” has been changed to “morning star” or similar in the 1978, 1984, 2011 
NIVs, JB, NJB, NWT, still lock-step in ecumenical oneness in “the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will” 2 Timothy 2:26. 


Dr Mrs Riplinger explains (12) pp 42-43: “Twentieth century versions have removed the name Luci- 
fer, thereby eliminating the ONLY reference to him in the entire bible...The Hebrew is “helel, ben 
shachar,” which is accurately translated, “Lucifer, son of the morning.” The NIV...give(s) an Eng- 
lish translation AS IF the Hebrew said, “shachar kobab, ben shachar” or “morning star, son of the 
morning (or dawn)”. Yet the word for star (kobab) appears nowhere in the text. Also ‘morning’ ap- 
pears only once, as the KJV shows, not twice as new versions indicate... 


2 19: 


“The ultimate blasphemy occurs when the “morning star” takes “Lucifer’s” place in Isaiah 14. Jesus 
Christ is the “morning star” and is identified as such in Revelation 22:16, 2:28 and 2 Peter 1:19. 
With this sleight of hand switch, Satan not only slyly slips out of the picture but lives up to his name 
“the accuser” (Revelation 12:10) by attempting to make Jesus Christ the subject of the diatribe in 
Isaiah 14.” 


And the new versions do not present “a different Christ”? 


“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil” 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:21,22. 


Our critic then insists that “The logic of your position is that only those churches using the KJV 
are enjoying the blessing of God and making a real impact on the outside world. This is far from 
the case and some of those very churches are in fact in severe decline.” 
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The stark TRUTH of our critic’s “position” is that he must resort to misrepresentation in order to 
maintain that “position.” Leaving aside the fact that his statement consists of generalities only, I 
attach no importance whatsoever to simply “using” the AV1611. Ihave even heard our critic “use” 
the AV1611. What is vital is whether or not an individual or church BELIEVES the AV1611 and 
OBEYS it. See Section 10.15. 


Our critic continues “In this country very many of the finest churches, with the strongest Bible 
teaching, the godliest members, the fullest prayer meetings, the most faithful and fruitful minis- 
tries and the greatest impact for good, use and commend the NIV etc and have done so for a long 
time...To deny this is simply closing one’s eyes to inconvenient facts.” 


What facts? Apart from stating that he does not mean the Charismatic movement, our critic has not 
given me any facts. Again, his statement consists entirely of generalities and subjective ones at that. 
I am reminded of the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:12: 


“For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that com- 
mend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.” 


One “fact” that is painfully evident is that this contingent of “the finest churches” is unable to re- 
verse the national decline, in spite of their recommendation of the NIV etc. “for a long time.” 


In other words, they have had 20 to 25 years**!? to accomplish what Wesley and Whitefield 


achieved in less than 15 - with the AV1611. *°°!’Nearly 40 years since the NIV New Testament was 
first published in 1973. 


See also Still No Revival? www.chick.com/reading/tracts/1069/1069_Ol.asp for an excellent over- 
view of the effectiveness in the last 30 years of “the finest churches, with the strongest Bible teach- 
ing, the godliest members, the fullest prayer meetings, the most faithful and fruitful ministries and 
the greatest impact for good” who “use and commend the NIV etc and have done so for a long 
time” in the USA, the very nation where the NIV was translated and first published. The situation is 
much the same in the UK. See General Introduction. 


I seriously doubt whether these “finest churches” have even arrested the decline. Rev M. J. Roberts, 
editor of The Banner of Truth Magazine and minister of Greyfriars Free Church in Inverness, would 
seem to agree. I quote from his address in the TBS Quarterly Record, No. 529, October to Decem- 
ber 1994: 


“The Bible is a lost book in Britain today. It has little influence on national life any more...We have 
to admit that we are not seeing souls converted in great numbers. It does not matter where you go. 
Go to Wales, to Scotland, or to England here. Few are being converted in these days. Where are 
the days when the Bible was being blessed to the conversion of thousands and ten thousands ?...The 
problem is here. This book is not being read so as to bring light to bear upon men’s lives. Therefore 
the tragedy is that men are not being converted to Christ. Could any curse in this life be greater? 
Could any judgment be more awful than this?” 


No. 
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14 


Some ‘Disputed Texts’ 
14.1 1 John 5:7 


I now address the final section of our critic’s document, where he seeks to justify the excision*”””” of 
several verses or words of scripture from the Holy Bible. 


*°°PNote again from Section 7.3 that Dr Mrs Riplinger has explained in her book Hazardous Mate- 


rials pp 746-753 why two verses that our critic attacks, 1 John 5:7 in this section and Acts 8:37 in 
Section 14.3, were cut out of most Greek manuscripts by Greek Orthodox priests and/or their eccle- 
siastical forbears. Dr Hills likewise addresses 1 John 5:7 and its omission in considerable detail, (5) 
pp 209ff, wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv-defended/chapter8.html. See also Chapter 6 of 
Dr Moorman’s book When The KJV Departs From The “Majority” Text. 


The first is 1 John 5:7, 8 “in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three 
are one. And there are three that bear witness in earth.” See Sections 1.2, 7.3 for a summary of 
the manuscript evidence in support of these verses. 


Our critic states “These words are not quoted by any of the Greek Fathers and are absent from all 
early versions. The oldest citation of this verse is in a 4" Century Latin treatise called Liber 
apologeticus...It probably began as allegorical exegesis in a marginal gloss.” 


Our critic gives no evidence to prove that ONLY Greek writers are to be taken as authentic wit- 
nesses. Christian writers who cited the words in question BEFORE the 4" Century are Tatian (A.D. 
180), Tertullian (A.D. 200) and Cyprian (A.D. 225) (12) p 381, (42) pp 7-8. Athanasius cited the 
words in A.D. 350. Dr J. A. Moorman (41) indicates that Priscillian, who cited the verse in 385 
A.D., is the author of Liber apologeticus. 


The early versions which cite the verse are the Old Syriac (170 A.D.) and the Old Latin (A.D. 200) 
(12) p 381, (42) p 8, despite our critic’s opinion that “This verse did not become established in the 
Old Latin until the fifth century.” Wilkinson (2) p 213, citing Nolan, says of the Old Italic Bible, 
which existed in A.D. 157 (2) p 208, that “it has supplied him with the unequivocal testimony of a 
truly apostolical branch of the primitive church, that the celebrated text of the heavenly witnesses (1 
John 5:7) was adopted in the version which prevailed in the Latin Church, previously to the intro- 
duction of the modern Vulgate.” See also kjv.benabraham.com/html/chapter-2.html. 


Our critic then states “Jt was not in Jerome’s Vulgate despite the opinion of John Gill...this text 
was not in the Vulgate till the beginning of the 9” Century.” Our critic did not read Section 7.3 
very carefully. I quoted from MacLean (40) p 25, with respect to GREEK copies in the possession 
of Robert Stephanus. MacLean cites Gill as saying “As to its (I John 5:7-8) being wanting in some 
Greek manuscripts...it need only be said that it is found in many others...out of sixteen ancient copies 
of Robert Stephens’, nine of them had it.” 


I made no reference to Gill’s opinion of the text of the Vulgate, although Jerome cites the words in 
450 A.D. “in his epistle to Eustochium and wants to know why it was excluded from some texts” (40) 
p 25, (42) p 7. 


Our critic continues “the words are not an integral part of the Byzantine textual tradition.” This is 
of no consequence because the AV1611 translators were not obliged to adhere rigidly to “the Byzan- 
tine textual tradition” where that “tradition” was defective. Their text was ECLECTIC. See Sec- 
tion 9.8, (42) p 8 and they had with them six Waldensian Bibles, whose Text contained 1 John 5:7-8 
and which dated from the 2" Century (2) pp 208, 212-213. 


See also kjv.benabraham.com/html/chapter-2.html. 


Our critic then states “The verse is found in only four very late Greek MSS...probably all post date 
Erasmus’ second edition. It is generally agreed that Erasmus reluctantly included the verse in his 
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third edition under pressure from Rome. The Greek manuscript which was “found” for him was 
translated at the time from the Vulgate.” 


I originally stated in Section 7.3 that the words are found in only two of the 500-600 extant Greek 
manuscripts of 1 John and in the margins of two others (17) p 334. I gave the manuscripts, respec- 
tively, as Codex 61, Codex Ravianus, 88 and 629. Dr Hills (5) p 209 and Dr Ruckman in a later 
work (42) indicate that the disputed words of 1 John 5:7, 8 are actually in the text of Codex 629. 


Concerning Erasmus’ inclusion of | John 5:7-8 in his 3" Edition of the TR, Dr Hills (5) p 209, ex- 
plains that it was NOT “pressure from Rome” that influenced him but Erasmus’ promise “to restore 
(1 John 5:7-8) if but one Greek manuscript could be found which contained it...Many critics believe 
that (Codex 61) was written at Oxford for the special purpose of refuting Erasmus, and this is what 
Erasmus himself suggested in his notes.” 


This is clearly our critic’s belief. He also assumes that Manuscript 61 came from the Vulgate. How- 
ever, Dr Ruckman (42) pp 6-7, has a more searching analysis: 


“How about that Manuscript 61 at Dublin? 


“Well, according to Professor Michaelis (cited in Prof. Armin Panning’s “New Testament Criti- 
cism”), Manuscript 61 has four chapters in Mark that possess three coincidences with Old Syriac, 
two of which also agree with the Old Itala: ALL READINGS DIFFER FROM EVERY GREEK 
MANUSCRIPT EXTANT IN ANY FAMILY. The Old Itala was written long before 200 A.D., and the 
Old Syriac dates from before 170 (Tatian’s Diatessaron). 


“Manuscript 61 was supposed to have been written between 1519 and 1522; the question becomes 
us, “FROM WHAT?” Not from Ximenes’s Polyglot - his wasn’t out yet. Not from Erasmus, for it 
doesn’t match his “Greek” in many places. The literal affinities of Manuscript 61 are with the 
SYRIAC (Acts 11:26), and that version WAS NOT KNOWN IN EUROPE UNTIL 1552 (Moses 
Mardin).” 


Our critic adds “Luther did not include the verse in his translation of the Bible.” This is a half 
truth. Beale (47) p 65 states “The passage of the three witnesses (1 John 5:7b-8a) did not appear in 
Luther’s Bible until 1574-1575, when a Frankfort publisher inserted it for the first time...The pas- 
sage does not appear in a Wittenberg edition until 1596.” 


However, since then, 1 John 5:7-8 has remained in Luther’s Bible (7) p 34. Moreover, Tyndale DID 
include 1 John 5:7-8 in his New Testament. 


Dr Mrs Riplinger in Hazardous Materials p 1107 states, this author’s emphases, that “In fact, follow- 
ing ‘Greek’ led Luther to error in omitting 1 John 5:7, which had been in all previous German Bi- 
bles. It was restored by the German people after Luther.” 


Our critic did not mention those facts. Again, Solomon warns “A false balance is abomination to 
the LORD...” Proverbs 11:1. See remarks on Table 1. 


Our critic remarks that “some defenders of the KJV are prepared to agree now that it did not form 
part of the original text,” which shows that even Bible believers can give way to apostasy. Our 
critic observes that J. N. Darby omitted the verse from his New Testament, which I knew anyway (7) 
p 53. I would add that Darby’s New Testament, like Wesley’s, the RV, RSV etc. has long since 
joined the ranks of versions now obsolete or nearly obsolete. In any event, Darby’s New Testament 
had little influence outside of the exclusive Brethren. 


Our critic lied again in his concluding statements on 1 John 5:7-8: 


“To imply that the doctrine of the Trinity depends on this verse and that to question it is to deny 
that doctrine, is absolutely unacceptable.” 


Our critic is here springing to the defence of Origen, who “would correct the word of God (in the 
originals or otherwise) as quickly as (he) would take a breath of air” (16) p 82. 
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I did not imply ANYWHERE that the doctrine of the Trinity DEPENDS on this verse, to the extent 
that the doctrine cannot be proved without it, although I would never seek to do so. 


However, 1 John 5:7-8 is undoubtedly the strongest verse in the Bible on the Trinity. There is no 
doubt that Origen rejected the doctrine of the Trinity and his infidelity to this doctrine very likely 
prompted him to attack the verse. See Section 1.2. 


The TBS Quarterly Record, Jan.-Mar. 1993, No. 522, p 9, cites R. L. Dabney as follows: 


“There are strong probable grounds to conclude, that the text of Scriptures current in the East re- 
ceived a mischievous modification at the hands of the famous Origen. Those who are best ac- 
quainted with the history of Christian opinion know best, that Origen was the great corrupter, and 
the source, or at least earliest channel, of nearly all the speculative errors which plagued the church 
in after ages...He disbelieved the full inspiration and infallibility of the Scriptures, holding that the 
inspired men apprehended and stated many things obscurely...He expressly denied the consubstan- 
tial unity of the Persons and the proper incarnation of the Godhead - the very propositions most 
clearly asserted in the doctrinal various readings we have under review. 


“The weight of probability is greatly in favour of this theory, viz., THAT THE ANTI-TRINITARIANS, 
FINDING CERTAIN CODICES IN WHICH THESE DOCTRINAL READINGS HAD BEEN AL- 
READY LOST THROUGH THE LICENTIOUS CRITICISM OF ORIGEN AND HIS SCHOOL, IN- 
DUSTRIOUSLY DIFFUSED THEM, WHILE THEY ALSO DID WHAT THEY DARED TO ADD TO 
THE OMISSIONS OF SIMILAR READINGS.” 


Given our critic’s offer to teach me Greek, it is instructive to quote from the TBS Notes on the Vin- 
dication of I John 5:7. See also Riplinger (12) p 382, Ruckman (42) pp 5-6 and the extensive article 
by G. W. and D. E. Anderson of the TBS Why 1 John 5:7-8 is in the Bible. 


See www.trinitarianbiblesociety.org/site/articles/al02.pdf. 


“The internal evidence against the omission is as follows: 


“The masculine article, numeral and participle HOI TREIS MARTUROUNTES, are made to agree 
directly with three neuters, an insuperable and very bald grammatical difficulty. If the disputed 
words are allowed to remain, they agree with two masculines and one neuter noun HO PATER, HO 
LOGOS, KAI TO HAGION PNEUMA and, according to the rule of syntax, the masculines among 
the group control the gender over a neuter connected with them. Then the occurrence of the mascu- 
lines TREIS MARTUROUNTES in verse 8 agreeing with the neuters PREUMA, HUDOR, and 
HAIMA may be accounted for by the power of attraction, well known in Greek syntax.” This is 
probably sufficient. How did our critic miss it? 


When one reviews ALL the evidence, it is noteworthy that 1 John 5:7-8 satisfies at least 5, if not 6 of 
Burgon’s 7 tests of truth, Section 6.2, (3) pp 264ff. Only “number of witnesses” and in consequence 
some “respectability of witnesses” is lacking, through omission. 


Finally, in view of our critic’s high regard for the Westminster Confession, Sections 11.1, 11.3, I 
quote from the TBS article, No. 522, again, citing: 


“These supporters believe the passage rightly belongs in the Scriptures, as does the Society, as did 
the writers of the Westminster Confession of Faith (3)... 


“Note 3. Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter II. iii. In the Scripture proofs for the statement 
of the Trinity, “God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost”, 1 John 5:7 is quoted.” That 
is more “evidence inconvenient,” which our critic ignored. 


See again Will Kinney’s detailed article brandplucked.webs.com/articles.htm / John 5:7 These three 
are one. 
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14.2 1 Timothy 3:16 


Our critic’s next attack is on the verse used by the Westminster Divines in support of the Deity of 
Christ, 1 Timothy 3:16, which reads “God was manifest in the flesh.” See Section 13.1. 


Our critic states “The manuscript evidence is decidedly in favour of “He”. “God” has no support 
at all in the early manuscripts nor the versions. It does not appear in the quotations of any of the 
Fathers before the late 4” Century. No uncial (in the first hand) supports it before the 8” Cen- 
tury. By contrast ‘He’ is in the earliest extant codices (except Vaticanus which does not include 
the Pastorals) the quotations of the Ante Nicene Fathers, and various versions in other lan- 
guages.” 


Taking our critic’s first assertion, none of the manuscript evidence is in favour of “He.” ALL the 
manuscript evidence is in favour of either “God” or “Who” or “Which.” I described in Section 6.2 
how “THEOS” or “God”, which is found in the majority of manuscripts and is written “THS”, can 
easily be changed into “OS”, “Who”, or “O”, “Which”. 


Pickering (3) p 260 summarises Burgon’s findings on | Timothy 3:16 as follows: 


“Burgon found that 300 Greek MSS (uncial, minuscule, lectionary) read the word “God” in I Timo- 
thy 3:16 and only seven did not.” 


Our critic has ignored all of this evidence. The ONLY early witness which could be in favour of 
“Who” is Aleph (5) p 137. The bad character of this manuscript has been discussed in detail. See 
Chapter 1, Section 1.6 and Chapter 9. 


The TBS Publication No. 10 God Was Manifest in the Flesh states that “(Aleph) was characterised 
by numerous alterations and omissions.” 


Dr Hills states further that “The Traditional Text reads “God was manifest in the flesh”, with A (ac- 
cording to Scrivener), C (according to the “almost supernaturally accurate” Hoskier)...the Western 
text (represented by D2 and the Latin versions) reads “which was manifest in the flesh.” ” 


Burgon (13) p 479 identifies D2 as “the VI""-century codex Claromontanus D”, the ONLY Greek 
manuscript containing “which.”” Yet Gail Riplinger (12) p 352 states “The uncials, Aleph and es- 
pecially A and C, have been altered here so that EITHER “God” or “who” can be deduced.” 
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This is hardly evidence “decidedly in favour of “He”.”’ Moreover, Gail Riplinger states (12) p 353 
“Those few copies that have “who” in place of “God” do not have a complete sentence. There is no 
subject without “God.” In addition, a neuter noun “mystery” cannot be followed by the masculine 
pronoun “who.” To avoid having a clause with no subject, the NIV and JW bible arbitrarily drop the 
word “who” and invent a new word, “He’’...By making these additions and subtractions, the new ver- 
sions, in I Timothy 3:16, follow no Greek manuscripts at all, not even the five late uncials.” She 
states that these five manuscripts are of the 9", 12" and 13” centuries. 


Dr Hills states (5) p 138 “But if the Greek is “who”, how can the English be “He”? This is not trans- 
lation but the creation of an entirely new reading.” See wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv- 
defended/chapter5.html. 


Concerning the versions, Burgon (13) pp 426, 448 shows that the Old Latin does NOT bear witness 
to “He” but rather to “O,” “which” and that “From a copy so depraved, the Latin Version was al- 
tered in the second century.” See Hills, above. The TBS Publication No. 10, p 8, states “While the 
Syriac “Peshitto” version has been justly described as “the oldest and one of the most excellent of 
the versions...It was evidently influenced by Greek manuscripts like Codex D and the Latin versions, 
which have “which was manifested”.../t is probable that the earliest Syriac copies had “God was 
manifested.” ” 


“One of the Syriac versions which was remarkable for its literal adherence to the Greek was attrib- 
uted to Philoxenus Bishop of Hierapolis in Eastern Syria, A.D. 488-518. This version actually in- 
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cludes the name of God in 1 Timothy 3:16 and indicates that Philoxenus found “God” in the Greek 
or Syriac copies in his hands.” 


As for the quotations by the fathers, Burgon (13) p 479 found only Gelasius (A.D. 476) and “an un- 
known author of...uncertain date” citing “which” and NOT ONE citing “who.” By contrast, the fa- 
thers citing “God” are numerous. They include Gregory of Nyssa (d. A.D. 394, TBS No. 10), who 
“in at least 22 places, knew of no other reading but “Theos”” (13) p 45. Patristic citations before 
400 A.D. include (13) pp 486ff: 


Barnabus and Ignatius A.D. 90 

Hippolytus A.D. 190 

Dionysius of Alexandria circa A.D. 264 

Gregory Thaumaturgus and Apostolic Constitutions also 3"’ Century 

Didymus circa A.D. 330, “clearly witnesses to 
what was the reading of the first quar- 
ter of the IV” century.” 

Gregory of Nazianzus A.D. 355 

Diodorus A.D. 370 


Burgon allows that the testimonies before 300 A.D., apart from Dionysius, are “open to cavil” be- 
cause “the very early Fathers are ever observed to quote Scripture thus partially.” However, they 
do NOT bear witness to “he,” “who” or “which”. 


Our critic states that “the earliest uncials...call Christ “God” elsewhere in the New Testament” but 
he does not SAY where! In any case, this is beside the point. The point is the WORDING of 1 
Timothy 3:16, “God was manifest in the flesh” which our critic evaded. 


Again, reviewing ALL the evidence, it is significant that 1 Timothy 3:16 certainly meets 6 if not all 
of Burgon’s tests of truth. It may be that some “respectability of witnesses” is lacking in the aber- 
rant readings of some ancient versions but other “respectable” witnesses are numerous. 


See again Will Kinney’s detailed article brandplucked.webs.com/articles.htm / Timothy 3:16 “GOD 
was manifest in the flesh” or the Vatican Versions “He”? 


Our critic’s parting shot on this reading is that “the idea that questioning the authenticity of one 
late highly doubtful reading, means denying the truth that Christ is God manifest in the flesh, is 
quite indefensible. This truth is taught repeatedly in the N.T. especially in Johannine and Pauline 
theology.” 


In reply, it can be said unequivocally that the reading is NOT “late.” Nor is it “highly doubtful,” 
although our critic’s “evidence” certainly IS. Once again, the point at issue NOT what the Bible 
TEACHES but what the BIBLE SAYS. 


Unless there is certainty about what the Bible SAYS, there can no certainty about what it 
TEACHES, although fundamentalists who worship their egos and their education may find this hard 
to accept. Reference to “theology” is merely more evasion. One wonders what the Westminster Di- 
vines would have made of our critic’s evaluation of 1 Timothy 3:16. 


“All the words that I command thee...speak unto them; diminish not a word” Jeremiah 26:2. 
14.3 Acts 8:37 


Our critic’s next attack on the Holy Bible is against Acts 8:37, Section 7.3. He states that “Uncial E 
of the 8" Century is the earliest known Greek MS to include this passage. It is basically a Western 
addition and is omitted from P45 (early 3” Century) and the earliest uncials. The grammatical 
construction of the Ethiopian’s confession is quite un-Lukan. There is no reason at all why 
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scribes should have omitted this material if it had stood originally in the text. It possibly began as 
a marginal gloss.” 


Note that our critic gives no evidence for Acts 8:37 being “a Western addition” or originating “as a 
marginal gloss.” Neither does he explain why, if the reading was false, the NIV etc. retain the verse 
numbering sequence of the AV1611. He continues “Prominent among those early Fathers who 
quote the verse are those whom you describe as the “Founding Fathers of the Roman 
Church”... The verse is not in the Alexandrian family or even the Byzantine! It found its way into 
the received text and hence into the KJV via Erasmus who...took the words from the margin of 
another manuscript.” 


In answer I shall quote first from Dr Hills (5) p 201 “As J. A. Alexander (1857) suggested, this verse, 
though genuine, was omitted by many scribes, “as unfriendly to the practice of delaying baptism, 
which had become common, if not prevalent, before the end of the 3” century.” ” 


Dr Hills has advanced a good reason “why scribes should have omitted this material,” if they were 
not Bible believers. Our critic has overlooked this. Dr Hills continues: 

“Hence the verse is absent from the majority of the Greek manuscripts. But it is present in some of 
them, including E (6" or 7” century). It is cited by Irenaeus (c. 180) and Cyprian (c. 250) and is 
found in the Old Latin and the Vulgate. In his notes Erasmus says that he took this reading from the 
margin of 4ap and incorporated it into the Textus Receptus.” Dr Ruckman (1) p 316, places E in the 
gm century but in the 6" to 7” century in an earlier work (17) p 331. 


Our critic therefore adds little or nothing to the information which I summarised in Section 7.3. The 
difference is that Dr Hills acknowledges the graciousness of “divine providence” in supplying ALL 
of the New Testament from several sources, Section 9.6. By contrast, our critic seems ready to reject 
such providence if it did not see fit to locate a reading in the text with, in his opinion, “better creden- 
tials”. See Section 9.3. 


As for the lack of the verse in particular “families”, although this classification is often used for 
convenience (5) p 120, it is nevertheless a HOAX, Section 9.4. 


In reference to the “un-Lukan” grammar of the Ethiopian’s confession, why wouldn’t it be “un- 
Lukan” if indeed it is? The man speaking was an AFRICAN. The man writing the Book of Acts 
was a JEW! See Romans 3:1-2. Even though our critic is referring specifically to grammar, I am 
reminded of Dr Hills’s statement (5) p 158, “Arguments from literary style are notoriously weak.” 1 
continue with Dr Ruckman (1) pp 236-237: 


“Those who first threw (Acts 8:37) out were P45 and P74, followed by the Cult (Sinaiticus, Vati- 
canus, “C”, the Sahidic, and the Bohairic; and then the Harclean and Peshitta Syriac, after Origen 
messed with them). It is also missing from cursives 049, 056, 0142, 436, 326, 1241, 1505, 2127, 181, 
81, 88 and several others. 


“To offset this vast array of African scholarship produced by half-baked apostates, we have the 
verse, in whole or in part, in the works of Irenaeus (190 A.D.), Tertullian (200 A.D.), Cyprian (255 
A.D.), Pacian (370 A.D.), Ambrose, uncial manuscript E, Old Latin manuscripts, Old Syriac manu- 
scripts, plus the Armenian and Georgian translations. It is also found in cursive 629...(from) the 
dates of the Church Fathers listed above, we find the verse being quoted 100 to 200 YEARS BE- 
FORE SINAITICUS OR VATICANUS WERE WRITTEN. 


“So, we quote it 100 years AFTER the REVISED VERSION of Hort fell to pieces with the British 
Empire. (Why give up a good thing just because a destructive critic doesn’t like it?)” 


Why indeed? Dr Ruckman (17) p 331 states that Acts 8:37 “has an unbroken chain of testimony 
from the Old Latin (second century)...to the present time.” Reviewing the evidence therefore, one 
finds that Acts 8:37, like 1 John 5:7-8, fulfils at least 5 of Burgon’s 7 tests. 
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Cursive 629 also has 1 John 5:7-8 in its margin, see above, no doubt also by God’s gracious provi- 
sion. Our critic again resorts to misrepresentation in attacking this verse. He states “Once again it 
has to be said that the idea that challenging the authenticity of this verse is to question the impor- 
tance of personal salvation is utterly ludicrous.” 


I put forth no such “idea” at all in Section 7.3. What I said was “Note that Luke 23:42, John 9:35, 
Acts 8:37 and 9:5, 6 are all passages which deal with INDIVIDUAL SALVATION”. FIVE verses 
were cited, not ONE. (I could have added a sixth, Acts 16:31, where “Christ” is omitted by the DR, 
RV, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT, Ne thanks as usual to L, T, Tr, A, Section 11.4). If our critic had read my 
statement carefully and LOOKED AT THE VERSES, he would have seen that they deal with THE 
SALVATION OF INDIVIDUAL SOULS, two of whom were saved by the LORD JESUS CHRIST 
HIMSELF! 


I was not referring to the “subject” of “personal salvation” in the abstract - of which our critic does 
not cite even ONE of the “hundreds of statements” in the New Testament that he insists deal with it, 
according to this section of his document. The critics obviously mutilated verses which gave spe- 
cific examples of SOUL-WINNING. Whatever their “motives” in so doing - and these may have 
been as sincere as Eve’s, Genesis 3:6! - their ACTIONS and the RESULTS of those actions are 
ABOMINABLE! 


Our critic then states “Incidentally some of the manuscripts which have Acts 8:37 also have in v. 
39 “the Spirit of the Lord fell upon the eunuch” and poses the question “Why is this not in the 
KJV?” 


There are at least three good reasons. 


1. The AV1611 translators, being much more scholarly than the modern translators and endowed 
with much greater spiritual wisdom, Luke 21:15, were able to discern between the authentic 
reading and the false one. Lacking this discernment, the modern translators rejected BOTH 
readings. 


2. The spurious reading in Acts 8:39 no doubt lacks number, respectability, continuity and variety 
of witnesses. It may also lack antiquity and the context, as defined by Burgon (3) pp 264 ff, 
may be suspect. Typically, our critic does not state which manuscripts contain the spurious ad- 
dition to Acts 8:39. 


3. There are two references in the Book of Acts to the Holy Ghost falling upon individuals, Acts 
10:44, 11:15. They deal with incidents in Acts 2:3, 4 and 10:44. In each case there were Jews 
present and the gift of TONGUES was manifested, magnifying God as a SIGN to these Jews, 1 
Corinthians 1:22, Acts 2:5-11, 10:45-46, 11:17-18. In Acts 8:39 NEITHER condition applies 
and therefore internal considerations mitigate against the reading. 


The reading therefore fails 5 TO 7 of Burgon’s tests and is therefore rightly rejected. 


Our critic concludes this section by stating his disapproval at my having described Irenaeus, Cyprian 
and Augustine as “the “founding fathers” of the RC church” Section 1.2 


“Such a judgment,” he says “represents far too simplistic a view of church history and it also ig- 
nores the debt which all serious theologians of all schools acknowledge the early Fathers.” 


5) 


Our critic naturally ignored the reference that accompanied my allusion to these “founding fathers.’ 
I will therefore quote it in full. 


Dr Ruckman states (4) p 76 “The Roman Group (Western Fathers) is going to be a group of Catho- 
lics who worship traditions and look to an authoritative Hierarchy instead of an authoritative Bible. 
Trenaeus (130-202) is there, with his baby sprinkling to ensure that members of the family won’t 
leave the church. Cyprian (200-258) is present to make the Bishop into a god and Augustine (354- 
430) is there to teach that the sacraments are the “means of salvation.” 
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“The Western group is going to approach the Bible exactly as the College of Cardinals approaches 
it today, and any man in the group (with the exception of Tertullian (160-220)) could walk into St. 
Peter’s and get a “blessing” from the service.” 


The references from which Dr Ruckman gleaned this material (4) p 203, include History of the 
Christian Church by Philip Schaff, Eerdmans, 1910, A Source Book for Ancient Church History by 
Joseph Ayer, Charles Scribner and Sons, N.Y., 1952, A History of the Christian Church by Williston 
Walker, Scribners N.Y., 1918 and the well-known work Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Volume 1, 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids Michigan 1952 Reprint. 


Elsewhere (16) pp 62, 63 Dr Ruckman states: “Jt was Cyprian...(contemporary of Origen), who 
stated that the church was built on Peter, that Peter was in Rome, and that the Roman church was 
not Satan’s seat but “THE CHAIR OF PETER.” In the carnal mind of Cyprian’s unregenerate na- 
ture, the Roman church was the “fountain of unity and the MOTHER of the Catholic Church.” 


“The seeds of the papacy are found in the writings of Cyprian and...The germs of the papacy can 
also be found in the writings of Irenaeus...who calls Rome the “greatest” and oldest church “ac- 
knowledged by ALL” and founded by Paul and Peter. What is Irenaeus’ SCRIPTURAL AUTHOR- 
ITY for saying that Peter helped found the Roman church? Quite naturally it was none: Peter in 
Rome is the figment of someone’s conceited imagination. ” 


Dr Ruckman continues on p 93 “Philip Schaff says that Origen was responsible for the acceptance 
of infant baptism. G. H. Orchard (A Concise History of the Baptists, Lexington, Kent. 1956) says 
that the first indication of infant baptism as a “Catholic” belief (to prove Catholic faith in line with 
“Holy Mother Church”) was stated by Aurelius Augustine...an African, who thought, as Origen (an 
African), that the Septuagint with the Apocrypha was inspired. ” 


Dr Ruckman continues on pp 95, 104-105 “It is apparent that the body of oral traditions, which 
eventually leavened and corrupted the Christian church and transformed it into the Papal church, 
came from the “church fathers,” of whom Augustine was one...He also caused the murder of several 
hundred Christians during his lifetime and was directly responsible for the death of several hundred 
thousand after his own death. He also shut up the kingdom against men and prevented them from 
finding Christ by teaching them that the new birth was water sprinkling in the Roman Catholic 
Church. In short, he was a Bible-perverting liar.” 


And our critic would have me believe that a “debt” is owed to a “Bible-perverting liar” and others 
like him? 


Our critic speaks in this section of the “pressures” that the early fathers were under, in order to ex- 
cuse their “unbalanced statements” and “incorrect theological judgments” - which Dr Ruckman 
has shown to have been Bible-perverting LIES. See above. 


Then our critic poses the question “But in any case who has yet written the perfect theological text 
book?” 


I can answer that question very simply. God the Holy Spirit. His “text book” is the Holy Bible, 
AV1611. Ihave a copy on my desk as I write. 


Our critic maintains that Iam “quite mistaken” to call Origen “a Gnostic” because “it has been cor- 
rectly said of him by a reliable church historian “He battled against the Gnostics...His principal 
work De Principiis is the first example of a positive and well rounded system of theology.” 


R. L. Dabney, Section14.1, showed that Origen also battled against THE BIBLE and against BIBLE 
BELIEF. Moreover, however “positive and well rounded” Origen’s theology may have been, it was 
steeped in HERESY. See Section 1.2. 


Dr Ruckman (16) pp 81-82 states: ““Gnosticism”’...simply means “smart aleck.” A Gnostic was a 
“knower’”’...these super elect were always characterised by advanced knowledge and higher light of 
a “higher nature than you poor common peons, etc.,”...The all-star “team” for Alexandria, chrono- 
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logically speaking, would look like this: Plato (427-347 B.C.), Philo (20 B.C.-50 A.D.), Pantaenus 
(145-200 A.D.), Clement (150-215 A.D.), and finally Origen (184-254 A.D.). These are the founding 
fathers of the Alexandrian Cult...founded and sustained by Gnostic Greek philosophers, (it) comes to 
invade every branch of science, philosophy, religion and education in the western world for twenty 
centuries, and its members range from out-and-out Atheists and Communists...through dead ortho- 
dox theologians (Barth, Brunner, Berkhof...Machen, Warfield, Lightfoot, etc.)...” 


Gail Riplinger (12) p 526 states ““The History of Heresy” calls Origen a ‘Christian Gnostic’ who 
was pronounced a ‘heretic’ by a series of general synods. 


“The philosophical school, based in Alexandria, had seen as its head Pantaenus, a pagan Gnostic, 

followed by Clement, who was succeeded by Origen...Philip Lee, author of “Against the Protestant 
Gnostics” and graduate of Princeton and Harvard Divinity Schools observes: ““The Alexandrian 
school was indeed one of the historical moments in the church’s closest proximity to Gnostic her- 
esy...(For) Clement and Origen...gnosis (hidden wisdom), far from being a forbidden word, was a 
basic tenet of their system...(T)he word gnosis is the key to Clement’s work.””” 


And also, it would seem, to Origen’s false teaching and BIBLE PERVERSION. 
Bernard Ramm, in Protestant Biblical Interpretation Baker Book House 1970, states pp 32-33: 


“Origen is in the Aristobulus-Philo-Pantaenus-Clement tradition...He wanted to escape the crudities 
of the lay people who were literalists to the point of taking everything symbolic or metaphorical or 
poetic literally...““The Bible is one vast allegory, a tremendous sacrament in which every detail is 
symbolic,” writes Danielou of Origen’s fundamental thesis. “The Bible is a spiritual book, and its 
meaning is found only by spiritualizing it.” ” 

The “meaning” of the Bible is found by BELIEVING it and OBEYING it, Psalm 119:66, 99, 100. 
Ramm certainly does not believe that the AV1611 is the FINAL AUTHORITY. However, his 
evaluation of Origen as a “Christian” Gnostic closely matches that of Riplinger and Ruckman, 2 Co- 
rinthians 13:1, even if expressed in milder language. 


See Did The Catholic Church Give Us The Bible? by David W. Daniels, Chick Publications, pp 34- 
38 for a most readable account of Origen and his approach to “the scripture of truth” Daniel 10:21. 


See again Will Kinney’s detailed article brandplucked.webs.com/articles.htm Acts 8:37...Scripture or 
Not? 


14.4 John 1:18 


Our critic’s next attack on the Holy Bible is against John 1:18, where he objects to the expression 
“only begotten Son” on the grounds that: 


“Both external evidence (Most reliable manuscripts and the earliest fathers) and internal evidence 
(A later scribe has clearly harmonised with other passages in John which read “only” or “only 
begotten” Son...) plainly indicate that John originally wrote “God” not “Son.” 


“This is another example where the KJV (here using a defective manuscript and not at this point 
being guilty of incorrect translation as in 2 Peter and Titus) fails to affirm that Jesus is God.” 


The supposed “incorrect translations” in 2 Peter and Titus have been discussed in Section 13.2. I 
alluded briefly there to the evidence for John 1:18, which included the vast majority of manuscripts 
and the earliest extant record. See also Section 7.3, which our critic ignored. 
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Our critic does not state what the “most reliable manuscripts” are or which “defective manuscript” 
the AV1611 translators used. I will now make up for these deficiencies, first from Dr Hills (5) pp 
133-134, wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv-defended/chapter5.html: “The Only Begotten Son 
Versus Only Begotten God” 


“John 1:18...This verse exhibits the following four-fold variation: 


(1) “the only begotten Son,” Traditional Text, Latin versions, Curetonian Syriac. 
(2) “only begotten God,” Pap 66, Aleph, B, C, L, W-H. 

(3) “the only begotten God,” Pap 75. 

(4) “(the) only begotten,” read by one Latin manuscript. ” 


Dr Ruckman (17) p 331 states that “The” has been added to the Aleph reading by its FOURTH cor- 
rector. 


It has been shown how the few places in the Traditional Text which are defective have been rectified 
from other sources. See Sections 9.6, 14.1, 14.3. 


However, Dr Hills shows that the “most reliable manuscripts ”, according to our critic are, in fact, 
P66, P75, Aleph, B, C, L although he has said, Section 12.6, that “Modern editions of the NT are 
not dominated by Vaticanus and Sinaiticus” which were “overestimated by Westcott” and that to 
imagine otherwise “is quite fallacious.” Nevertheless, our critic has revealed here that Aleph and B 
are still AMONG the most dominant manuscripts. They are, of course, prominent amongst the 
sources used to corrupt the New Testament Text. See Sections 9.8, 12.6. Their depraved character, 
which our critic has NOT refuted, in spite of his assertions about “quality” and “reliability” was 
covered in Sections 1.6, 9.3, 9.5, 9.8. 


The corrupt nature of P66 and P75 has also been discussed and it has been shown that they agree 
with the TR as much as, if not more than with the Alexandrian text, Section 9.5. 


What of the other sources, which are with Aleph and B, the “Most reliable manuscripts”? 


Of C, Codex Ephraemi, Dr Ruckman (1) p 315, (17) p 408 describes it as a “palimpsest” “which 
simply means a worked-over work that has been partly erased, with another text written over 
it...written in the fifth-century A.D... 


“Tt is very incomplete, containing now only sixty-four Old Testament leaves and 145 New Testament 
leaves...All New Testament books are present except for 2 Thessalonians and 2 John...(but) it omits 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings 
and all of the major and minor prophets.” 

Burgon says of this manuscript (13) p 325 “Codex C, after having had ‘at least three correctors very 
busily at work upon it’ (in the VI" and IX" centuries), finally (in the XII") was fairly obliterated, - 
literally scraped out, - to make room for the writings of a Syrian Father.” 


Hoskier further demonstrated the unreliability of C, together with P47, Aleph and A (3) p 290, in his 
“complete collation of the book of Revelation.” Hoskier identified “two large groups of MSS which 
exhibit a high degree of stability within themselves, but between which the cleavage is remarkably 
sharp...P47, Aleph, A, C — “vacillate surprisingly from side to side.” ” This result indicates that the 
Alexandrian manuscripts are themselves “an eclectic text.” 


Burgon also noted the tendency of C to disagree with Aleph and B, Section 9.3. He discusses in de- 
tail (13) pp 11-17 the variations, describing C as “fragmentary” and concludes “It is discovered that 
in the 111 (out of 320) pages of an ordinary copy of the Greek Testament, in which alone these five 
manuscripts are collectively available for comparison in the Gospels...The readings peculiar to 
A...are 133: those peculiar to C are 170. But those of B amount to 197: while Aleph exhibits 443: 
and the readings peculiar to D...are no fewer than 1829...We submit that these facts...are by no 
means calculated to inspire confidence in codices B, Aleph, C, D.” 
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Of Codex L, Burgon (18) pp 81-82 states “Of the eighth or ninth century...It is chiefly remarkable 
for the correspondence of its readings with those of Codex B and with certain of the citations in Ori- 
gen...a peculiarity which recommends Codex L...to the special favour of a school with which what- 
ever is found in Codex B is necessarily right.” 


Burgon continues: “(Codex L) is described as the work of an ignorant foreign copyist...who is found 
to have been wholly incompetent to determine which reading to adopt and which to reject...evidently 
incapable of distinguishing the grossest fabrication from the genuine text. Certain it is that he inter- 
rupts himself, at the end of (Mark 16:8) to write as follows: 


“Something to this effect is also met with: “All that was commanded them they immediately re- 
hearsed unto Peter and the rest. And after things, from East even unto West, did Jesus Himself send 
forth by their means the holy and incorruptible message of eternal Salvation.” “But this also is met 
with after the words, ‘For they were afraid’: “Now, when He was risen early, the first day of the 
week,” ete.” ” 


Burgon therefore describes L, with this interruption, as exhibiting “an exceedingly vicious text.” 


Yet if Lis one of the “most reliable MSS” and the field of textual criticism is “not dominated by Va- 
ticanus and Sinaiticus” Section 12.6 of this work, why is not the above reading from L in the NIV? 
Note our critic’s comment and question in Section 14:3 “Incidentally some of the manuscripts 
which have Acts 8:37 also have in v. 39 “the Spirit of the Lord fell upon the eunuch.” Why is 
this not in the KJV?” In addition to the answer given, note again Burgon’s statement above with 
respect to Codex L’s “exceedingly vicious text,” which could equally apply to the spurious addition 
to Acts 8:39 to which our critic alludes, “an ignorant foreign copyist...who is found to have been 
wholly incompetent to determine which reading to adopt and which to reject...evidently incapable of 
distinguishing the grossest fabrication from the genuine text.” 


Having identified our critic’s “most reliable MSS”, I return to the variant readings, listed by Dr 
Hills, Gail Riplinger states (12) pp 338-339: 


“Arius (260-336), a student of Origen’s, crusaded for Jesus as “the begotten God,” only to be met by 
campaigning Christians like Athanasius (296-373), Hilary (315-367), and Ambrose (339-397) armed 
with “the only begotten Son” in their canon’s mouth.” Dr Ruckman (4) p 119 mentions Chrysostom 
(347-407) as also opposing Arius’ teachings. Gail Riplinger continues: 


“The further swell of Arianism by A.D. 330 prompted Constantine to replace semi-Arian Eusebius of 
Caesarea with Arian Eusebius of Nicodemia...It is in this climate that Constantine requested the 
production of manuscripts B and Aleph. Their use of “only begotten God” in John 1:18 was no 
doubt a political expedient. 


“The term “the only begotten Son” is seen in the vast majority of MSS and is witnessed to by the ear- 
liest extant record of John 1:18, Tertullian in A.D. 150. Even Allen Wikgren of the UBS Greek New 
Testament committee admits: 


““Tt is doubtful that the author would have written ‘begotten God’ which may be a primitive, tran- 
scriptual error in the Alexandrian tradition.”” 


Note that our critic neglected to list Tertullian amongst his “earliest Fathers,” none of whom he ac- 
tually identified. Gail Riplinger strips away the veil of anonymity. 


“The critical apparatus of the UBS Greek New Testament cites P66, P75, Aleph, B, C, and L, as well 
as Valentinus (who changed “begotten Son” to “begotten God”), Theodotus, Clement, Origen and 
Arius, as support for their use of “begotten God,” in spite of the doctrinal bias of these witnesses.” 


She cites Westcott from his “superb,” Section 12.6, commentary The Gospel According to St. John p 
159 as follows: 


““Tt is impossible to suppose that two beings distinct in essence could be equal in power. We find 
ourselves met by difficulty which belongs to the idea of begetting...If we keep both (Arianism and Sa- 
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bellianism) before us we may hope to attain...to that knowledge of the truth.”” Dr Hills (5) p 34, 
wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv-defended/chapter2.html, explains “The teaching of Sabel- 
lius (220 A.D.) (was) that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are merely three ways in which 
God has revealed Himself...these false doctrines culminated in the greatest heresy of all, namely, the 
contention of Arius (318 A.D.) that before the foundation of the world God the Father had created 
the Son out of nothing.” 


It now becomes apparent why our critic then states “Much scholarly discussion has centred around 
whether monogenes means “only begotten” or “only”...I am inclined to believe that the better 
translation is “only”, this indicating Christ’s uniqueness.” 


Having insisted, along with Valentinus, Origen, Arius etc. that John 1:18 should read “God” instead 
of “Son,” our critic CANNOT agree with “begotten.” The reason is clear. As Dr Ruckman states 
(4) p 119 “The teaching that Jesus Christ is a “god,” begotten in Eternity (or sometime before 
Genesis 1:1) is the official theology of the Jehovah's Witnesses.” 


It is also Edwin Palmer’s theology, “From all eternity the Father begat the Son” (12) p 339. The 
reason why Palmer’s NIV (New York International Bible Society 1978, Hodder & Stoughton 1979) 
omits “begotten” from John 1:18 and reads “No-one has ever seen God, but God the only (Son)”’ is 
discussed in Section 13.2. However, there is some confusion in the ranks of NIV editors because the 
Gideon Edition, 1983, REINSERTS “begotten” and reads “No-one has ever seen God, but the only 
begotten (Son) with corner brackets, see summary below.” The Gideon Edition re-inserted “begot- 
ten” in John 1:14, 1:18, 3:16, 3:18; Acts 13:33; Hebrews 1:5, 5:5 and 1 John 4:19 exactly where the 
AV1611 has it and from where the NY IBS and H&S NIV removed it. 


In sum, for John 1:18: 
1978 NIV: “God the only [Son]” 


1983, 1996, 2007 Gideons NIV: “God, the Only Begotten ,Son,.” The corner brackets mean that 


the word bracketed was in the footnotes of the original NIV edition, not necessarily that the word 
should now be part of the Biblical text. 


1984 NIV: “God the One and Only” 
2011 NIV: “the one and only Son, who is himself God” 
All editions of the AV1611 from 1611 to the present read “the only begotten Son” in John 1:18. 


However, bracketing of the word “Son” in both editions of the NIV means that the editors regard the 
word as UNCERTAIN, p viii Preface. Neither NIV, therefore, is absolutely clear that Jesus Christ is 
even referred to in John 1:18. The 2011 NIV has given the word “Son” full status in its text but the 
John 1:18 in the 2011 NIV then reads in full “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, 
who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father has made him known.” 


Will Kinney states that “(By the way, there is no printed Greek text or manuscript anywhere on this 
earth that reads the way the “new and improved” NIV 2011 reads. They made it up!)” The 2011 
NIV reading should therefore be discarded for that reason alone. Even though ‘the Greek’ is not the 
final authority, neither is “the word of men” 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 


See again Will Kinney’s detailed article brandplucked.webs.com/articles.htm John 1:18 the only be- 
gotten Son. 


Earlier in his document, our critic asked “which of all these various revisions is the real KJV?”, 
Section 11.2. One could now reasonably pose a similar question (58) p 18 “Which version of the 
New International Version is the true version of the New International Version?” 


To return to “monogenes,” the TBS Article No. 58 The Only Begotten Son cites “Professor Cremer’s 
great Lexicon of N.T. Greek...” as giving “monogenes — “only-begotten”.” Gail Riplinger (12) p 342 
states “The Greek word preceding ‘Son’...is always “monogenes,” a two part word in which “mono” 
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means ‘only’ or ‘one’ and “genes” means ‘begotten’, ‘born’, ‘come forth’. Buschel, in his definitive 
treatise on the meaning of the word ‘monogenes’ said, “It means only-begotten.” All inter-linear 
Greek-English New Testaments translate it as such.” 


Nestle is no exception and even Vine - no friend of the AV1611 - gives “only begotten” as the mean- 
ing of “monogenes,” adding that it “has the meaning “only” of human offspring, in Luke 7:12; 8:42; 
9:38.” 


Vine has a more honest assessment of the three verses in Luke than our critic, who cites them to jus- 
tify rendering ““monogenes” as “only” IMMEDIATELY after referring to CHRIST’S uniqueness - 
see above. 


The “uniqueness” of the Lord Jesus Christ was that He did NOT have a human father! The three 
individuals in Luke DID! D. A. Carson also uses the verses in Luke to obscure the meaning of 
“monogenes” (48) p 36. Obviously it is not necessary to translate “genes” in these verses - nor 
would it be good style. (Isaac, Hebrews 11:17, is an exception because “he was a type of Jesus 
Christ (see Gal. 3:16), the only son begotten by promise and command (Gen. 17:21, Gal. 4:28)” (48) 
p 37.) 


Our critic then claims that the distinction between “only” and “only begotten” was not drawn “until 
Jerome’s Vulgate” which allegedly influenced “the KJV.” See Section 11.1. The TBS Article No. 
58 flatly refutes this: “The Old Latin translation was made not later than the 2™ century, and it is 
significant that the translators who were in a position to know how the word MONOGENES was 
understood by contemporary Greek Christians, rendered it UNIGENTIUS - “only-begotten,” not 
UNICUS — “only.” It is therefore clear that the rendering “only begotten Son” in the Authorised 
Version is well supported by ancient evidence. ” 


The Old Latin pre-dated Jerome by 200 years (2) p 344. 


Our critic continues to defend “only” by means of theology. “While...others in the Bible are called 
“sons of God” there is a radical and fundamental difference in Christ’s Sonship compared with 
theirs (Matt.11:25-27)...Others are sons in a derivative and much lesser sense since they are sin- 
ners dependent on God’s grace. In Johannine theology Christ’s Sonship is equivalent to equality 
with the Father (John 5:18). In this sense he is truly the Only Son. To attempt to suggest that 
Christ’s Sonship is different only in degree but not in kind is to take essentially a Unitarian posi- 
tion.” 


This is our critic’s reaction to the simple statement in Section 7.3 “the modern reading (of John 
1:18) cannot be correct, according to Job 1:6, Luke 3:38 and John 1:12, which show that Jesus 
Christ is NOT God’s “one and only son.” ” 


Our critic did not check the verses. Job 1:6 was a reference to ANGELS, who HAD kept “their first 
estate,” Jude 6 and had NOT sinned, 2 Peter 2:4 and were NOT therefore “sinners dependent on 
God’s grace”. Luke 3:38 was a reference to ADAM, who was God’s son BEFORE he sinned. 


John 1:12 refers, of course, to those who are God’s sons by adoption, Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:5, 
Ephesians 1:5 - not “derivation,” having received Christ by faith, Ephesians 1:5. Although “they 
are sinners dependent on God’s grace,” nowhere does the Bible speak of them as sons in a “much 
lesser sense.” Quite the reverse is true: 


“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones” Ephesians 5:30. 


“For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is 
not ashamed to call them brethren” Hebrews 2:11. 


“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because 
as he is, so are we in this world” 1 John 4:17. 


Of course these verses refer to one’s STANDING in Christ. One’s state may be different. 
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Our critic’s reference to Unitarianism is ironic. It is the JW’s, the modern Unitarians who have 
adopted the reading from our critic’s “most reliable MSS.” for their New World Translation, NWT. 
It was their spiritual ancestors who made the change in the first place (12) pp 338-339. 


It is also ironic that our critic seeks to alter or eliminate the scriptures that most strongly OPPOSE 
Unitarianism. See remarks on 1 John 5:7-8 and 1 Timothy 3:16. 


Moreover, Christ’s Sonship HAS to be “different in kind.” NO OTHER SON OF GOD WAS VIR- 
GIN BORN! The expression “only-begotten” makes this abundantly clear, as the fulfilment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy, Isaiah 7:14. 


Finally, no matter how much our critic resorts to theology, or what the Bible is said to teach, Section 
14.2, the Bible SAYS that God has other “sons.” The expression “one and only Son” is therefore 
misleading with respect to Jesus Christ. The confusion is not resolved by “theology” but by “com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual” 1 Corinthians 2:13. 

Our critic then gives his exposition of John 1:18 “The meaning of John 1:18 is “the only one (or, if 
you prefer, “the only begotten”) himself God, who is in the bosom of the Father” or “The only 
one, who is the same as God, is at the Father’s side”. There is no clearer affirmation of Christ’s 
deity.” 

There isn’t? I can think of two without trying. 


“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one” | John 5:7. 


“God was manifest in the flesh” 1 Timothy 3:16. 
As for our critic’s statement itself, I would make the following observations: 
1. “The only one” is NOT the same as “the only begotten” - see above and Section 13.2. 


2. IF the latter reading is chosen, one has “the only begotten God” after all, which is standard 
JW theology - see above. 


3. | However, the wording of scripture is NOT decided by what “you prefer.” It is decided by 
what God WROTE, Exodus 31:18, or commanded to be WRITTEN, Jeremiah 30:2, 36:2, 
Revelation 1:11 and which He PRESERVED, Psalm 12:6, 7. 


4. “In the bosom of the Father” is NOT the same as “at the Father’s side,” Exodus 4:6, Ruth 
4:16. 


5. “The same as God” is not necessarily identical with “himself God.” The devil could be de- 
scribed as “the same as Christ” in that both were anointed, Ezekiel 28:14, Acts 10:38. 


Our critic concludes this section with “the Chalcedonian Definition 451 in which Christological 
orthodoxy was finally crystallized. In it Christ is confessed as the one and same Son and only be- 
gotten (or only) God.” 


Dr Hills (5) p 35 wilderness-cry.net/bible_study/books/kjv-defended/chapter5S.html states “Guided 
therefore by these teachings of the New Testament Scriptures, the Church was able to formulate at 
Nicea (324 A.D.) and at Chalcedon (451 A.D.) the true doctrine of the holy Trinity and of the incar- 
nation of Christ.” 


Nevertheless, Dr Hills shows, p 34, that the teachings upon which the councils were dependent, went 
back to THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE in John 1:1, 4, 14. That is the whole issue. What did God 
SAY and where are God’s WORDS? Dr Ruckman (16) pp 171-172, however, furnishes a note of 
caution: 


“The fourth ecumenical Council of Chalcedon was held in 451 A.D....they decided among other 
things that the Apostle Peter was speaking through (Pope) Leo and also that anyone who disagreed 
with Leo Iwas CURSED. Not content with this state of things, they took three more shots of cocaine 
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(or heroin: the historians are divided!) and decided (as good “Bible-believing Christians”) that a 
man was a BLASPHEMER OF CHRIST if he refused to call Mary “the Mother of God.” ” 


“Christological orthodoxy”, therefore, did not prevent the Council of Chalcedon from being most 
UN-orthodox, in the matter of FINAL AUTHORITY! 


See again Will Kinney’s detailed article brandplucked.webs.com/articles.htm John 1:18 the only be- 
gotten Son and note the following additional material from www.timefortruth.co.uk/why-av- 
only/james-white-dr-divietro-and-dawaite.php KJO Review Full Text pp 422ff. Dr Mrs Riplinger’s 
remarks with respect to the arch-Bible critic James White apply equally to our critic’s comments. 


Dr Mrs Riplinger [www.avpublications.com/avnew/content/Critiqued/james1.html The James White 
Controversy Part 1] writes, her emphases, with respect to White’s (and our critic’s) opinion of “only 
begotten.” 
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There is a bird which is named the Phoenix...the only one...makes for itself a coffin of frankin- 
cense and myrrh...then dies. But as the flesh rots, a certain worm is engendered which is nurtured 
from the moisture of the dead creature and puts forth wings...It takes up that coffin where are the 
bones of its parent, and carrying them, it journeys...to the place called the City of the Sun.” 


“This depraved pagan parody of the death, burial, and resurrection of our precious Saviour is given 
by NIV editor Richard Longenecker to ‘help’ us understand WHY the NIV translates John 1:14 and 
1:18 as “One and Only” instead of “only BEGOTTEN” (see The NIV: The Making of a Contempo- 
rary Translation, pp. 119-126). He points also to such occult literature as the magical papyri’s 
“One”, Plato’s (Critias) “one,” and the Orphic Hymn’s (Gnostic) “only one”. He cites numerous 
other early Greek writers, like Parmenides, head of the Eleatic School. He brought pantheism to the 
West after his trips to India and initiation into the Greek mysteries. Do we look to a pantheist and 
their god ‘the One’ to alter our view of God? 


“Longenecker chides the KJV’s “begotten Son” because “it neglects the current [time of Christ] us- 
age for the word.” Current usage amongst PAGAN OCCULTISTS should not change how Chris- 
tians use words! He and the NIV translators have broadened the “semantic range of meaning” 
(Longenecker p. 122) to include the broad way that leadeth to destruction. The translators of the 
King James Version were so highly educated that they not only knew of these Greek quotes, but 
knew who Parmenides was and what he taught. They wouldn’t touch such pagan sources. Either 
the NIV translators are ignorant of the philosophies of those they cite, like Aeschylus, Plato and 
Parmenides, and the Orphic Hymns or they are sympathetic to such ideas. (The “begotten God” 
seen in John 1:18 in the NASB comes directly from lexical support from the occult tome The Trimor- 
Dhic Proitenoia!) 


“Anyone who has spent years studying the resources used to generate the definitions seen in Greek 
lexicons will get a chuckle out of White’s comment: “I explained that she was in error regarding the 
meaning of monogenes, and explained the actual meaning of the term.” Even Longenecker admits 
the translation of monogenes [only begotten] and huios [Son] “have become bones of contention 
among Christians. ” 


“Real scholars like Buchsel (The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. IV, pp. 737- 
741) allot five entire pages of lexical evidence to the meaning of monogenes. Buchsel proves that 
White’s “actual” definition of monogenes is only that of a few pagan philosophers. New version 
editors and advocates seem to pick the pagan lexical definition, time after time. (Imagine, for exam- 
ple, if 2000 years from now, a lexicographer reviewed our culture’s use of the word “love.” They 
would find the KJV’s definition of ‘charity’ and Hugh Hefner’s definition of ‘sex’.) 


“White may not understand my response in Which Bible Is God’s Word? [p 155, 2007 Edition], but 
Buchsel does, and agrees with me. He says, “Though many will not accept this; he here understands 
the concept of sonship in terms of begetting.”” 
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Note again remarks following Table 3a, Section 10.15. Our critic would have been wise to have 
checked the company he kept, since these now appear to include pagan occultists as well as Rome 
and Watchtower (although maybe not much change there, then). 


14.5 Luke 2:33 


Our critic’s last attack on the Holy Bible is against Luke 2:33, where he maintains that “Joseph and 
his mother” AV1611 should be “the child’s father and mother” or similar, as in the DR, RV, NIV, 
JB, NJB, NWT, Ne, G, T, Tr, A. The versions listed have also changed “Joseph” to “his parents” in 
Luke 2:43, except that Lachmann substitutes for Griesbach in this alteration, Section 11.4. 


Our critic states “The reading “father” is definitely in the best manuscripts but as these same 
manuscripts also teach the virgin birth, that must determine the way “father” is construed.” 


Of “the best manuscripts ” Dr Ruckman (4) p 65 states “The readings of Luke 2:33, Acts 8:37, and 1 
Timothy 3:16 in the “new bibles” are NOT “neutral readings.” They are the “LXX” readings from 
Origen’s stenographers (preserved in Vaticanus) and they are no more “neutral” than the writings 
of Voltaire (1694-1778) and Tom Paine (1737-1809).”’ 


Brenton’s LXX IS Vaticanus, except in places where Alexandrinus was used. See Section 1.2. 


G. W. Anderson in the TBS publication The Greek New Testament states “The Sinai manuscript and 
the Vatican manuscript (c. 4” century)...form the basis of the Greek New Testament, referred to as 
the Critical Text, which has been in widespread use since the late 1 g" century. In recent years there 
has been an attempt to improve this text by calling it an ‘eclectic’ text (meaning that many other 
manuscripts were consulted in its editing and evolution) but it is still a text which has as its central 
foundation these two manuscripts... 


“The modern reconstructed Critical Text omits reference to the Virgin Birth in Luke 2:33.” 
It is appropriate to insert one more comment about “eclecticism” Section 12.6. 


Pickering (3) p 293 states “The most serious defect of the eclectic method is that it is ESSENTIALLY 
SUBJECTIVE. This defect is indeed serious because it renders the method hopeless - certainty as to 
the text of the New Testament is thereby impossible. Colwell has made an astute observation as to 
the true nature of the eclectic method... “We need to recognise that the editing of an eclectic text rests 
upon conjectures.” ” 


Concerning Luke 2:33, Wilkinson (2) p 220 states “where the Received Text read: “And Joseph 
and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him,”...Jerome’s text read: “His 
father and mother marvelled,” etc.” Jerome’s text, the Latin Vulgate, IS the text of Vaticanus and 
Sinaiticus, Section 10.1. 


Dr Ruckman adds (29) p 43 “The reading “Joseph” is found - not “his father” - in a greater number 
of older Latin witnesses, and nearly all Caesarean - type texts read, “Joseph and his mother,” not 
“His father and mother.”” The Old Latin pre-dates Jerome AND Vaticanus and Sinaiticus by 200 
years (2) p 344. 


In sum, the reading which our critic advocates comes from a text which has Aleph and B as “its cen- 
tral foundation.” These are evidently STILL “the best manuscripts,” although our critic has care- 
fully avoided designating them as such when he actually mentions them. He tries instead to deflect 
attention AWAY from them, probably because their CONTENTS can too easily be CHECKED. See 
Sections 1.6, 14.4. Dr J. A. Moorman (39) cites Aleph, B, D, L, W as having the NIV reading. 


Our critic explains neither how Aleph and B “teach the virgin birth” nor HOW, nor even WHY 
THEY “must determine the way “father” is construed.” His lame excuse for the depraved reading 
in B and Aleph (13) p 161, is entirely UNSUPPORTED by ANY scripture from ANY Bible! 


Actually, the HOLY BIBLE determines how “father” is to be construed.” See Isaiah 45:10 and 
Matthew 1:16. Fathers BEGET children. Joseph DID NOT beget the Lord Jesus Christ, Matthew 
1:20 and he is therefore NOT referred to in the AV1611 as the Lord’s “father.” 
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Our critic thinks that “it is extraordinary that (I) do not go on to challenge the KJV for similar 
statements later on in the same chapter. e.g. His parents went to Jerusalem (Luke 2:41) and 
“Thy Father and I have sought thee sorrowing” (Luke 2:48).” 


It is “extraordinary” that our critic is unable to solve the simplest problems with respect to the 
words of scripture. 


At least ONE Biblical reference to Joseph and Mary as the Lord’s “parents” Luke 2:41, would be 
quite in order to illustrate the fact that they were all of the same PARENTAGE. Joseph “was of the 
house and lineage of David” Luke 2:4, Matthew 1:1-17 as indeed was Mary, Luke 3:23-31 and the 
Lord Himself, Luke 3:23, Matthew 1:16. At least one such reference is necessary to substantiate the 
claim that the Lord has on “the throne of his father David” Luke 1:32-33. See also Luke 2:27. 
The necessity for a VIRGIN birth, Isaiah 7:14, was, of course, prophesied by Jeremiah, Jeremiah 
22:30. 


“Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: 


for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in 
Judah.” 


Luke 3:23 uses the expression “(as was supposed),” indicating that Jesus’ true identity was not to be 
revealed until John the Baptist could “go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways” Luke 
1:76-80. John was in the deserts until Jesus was thirty years old, Luke 3:23. This explains why 
Mary uses the term “father” - small “f’ in the AV1611, including the 1611 AV1611, not capital “F” 
as in our critic’s document. She is CONCEALING the Lord’s identity. Dr Ruckman states in Sa- 
tan’s Masterpiece - the New ASV (35) p 37 “Mary is covering up for a birth record (John 8:41) 
which the Pharisees knew when she calls Joseph His “father.”” The Pharisees knew that Joseph 
“was of the house and lineage of David” Luke 2:4 and therefore in the Messianic line, 2 Samuel 
7:12-16. 


Nevertheless, the Lord corrects her in the very next verse, 49, with the words “wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” Jesus is here calling God His “Father” - capital “F” - be- 
cause at the time He was “in the temple” Luke 2:46, NOT a carpenter’s shop! 


Moreover, a devout Jewish woman would hardly have called her husband by his first name in public. 
There are no instances of such open familiarity in the Bible. Being of “chaste conversation” | Pe- 
ter 3:2, she is far more likely to have called him “lord” 1 Peter 3:6. 


Finally, as Dr Ruckman points out, p 37 above, “Luke 2:33 (and verse 43) is the direct statement of 
a LICENSED PHYSICIAN speaking UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY GHOST.” 


Our critic’s last gasp with this passage deals with manuscript variations. “The readings on which 
the KJV was later based for 2:41 and 2:48 were themselves suspected by some scribes of denying 
the virgin birth. As a result other manuscripts have put in 2:41 “Joseph and Mary” (Greek MSS) 
and “Joseph and his mother” (Latin MSS). In 2:48 “We” has replaced “Thy Father and I”. So 
by this same token that you condemn modern versions for denying the Virgin birth you will have 
to condemn the KJV also if you act consistently.” 


In “consistent” fashion, our critic does not say WHICH manuscripts, nor what proportion they rep- 
resent of those manuscripts which testify to the AV1611 readings - which in these verses correspond 
to the modern readings anyway. Neither does he say which scribes were suspicious of Luke 2:41, 48 
as found in the AV1611. 


The BIBLICAL explanations for the AV1611 readings in Luke 2:41, 48 have been given above. 
They do not depend on scribal suspicions. If Iam to “act consistently,” I will be faithful to what the 
BIBLE, AV1611, SAYS and reject TOTALLY anything which CONTRADICTS what it says or 
CASTS DOUBT on what it says. 


That includes modern versions, renegade Greek texts, mutilated manuscripts, scholarly conjectures 
and the opinions of our critic. It will be appreciated that his “authorities” for overthrowing the 
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AV1611 range from the non-extant “originals,” the corrupt Alexandrian “best mss.” and papyri 
fragments, through to the ‘high mindedness’ 2 Timothy 3:4 of dead orthodox theologians and Greek 
New Testament editors and the occasional lapses of ‘good, godly men’ such as Wesley, Darby, Lu- 
ther, Spurgeon etc., where they saw fit to tamper with the word of God. 


Associate Pastor Brian Donovan of Pensacola Bible Baptist Church has described how the new bi- 
bles stem from an unholy spirit because they remove the words “Christ is come in the flesh” from 1 
John 4:3. Our critic has tried to cast doubt on 1 John 5:7, 8, 1 Timothy 3:16, Acts 8:37, John 1:18 
and Luke 2:33, all verses which are in some way associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
“in the flesh”. He is led by an unholy spirit. 


The Bible believer seeking to resist the confusion of the closing days of the Church Age can take 
comfort in Psalm 119:140: 


“Thy word is very pure; therefore thy servant loveth it.” 
14.6 Luke 17:21, Addendum 


Following the initial study in response to the criticisms discussed above, part of the wording found in 
Luke 17:21 has been drawn to the author’s attention for consideration. The words in question are 
quoted as follows from the various versions. 


“within you” AV1611 (“among you” marg.), Tyndale, Geneva, DR, RV, Ne, NIV (“among you” 
marg.), NKJV “among you” JB, NJB, “in your midst” or similar, NWT, Berry, i.e. Stephanus’ TR, 
RSV, NASV - New American Standard Version. The latter two sources have been listed in order to 
show that the reading cited had support among some of the earlier popular versions. 


The Greek construction is identical in both Nestle’s and Berry’s texts; “sevtog vawv” or “entos hu- 
mon” although translated differently in their respective interlinear English texts. (One notes in pass- 
ing that where Luke uses the phrase “in their midst” Luke 24:36, the Greek construction in both 
Berry and Nestle is “ev usow avtov” or “en mesos hautou,” approximately. This seems to be Luke’s 
rendering of the phrase throughout his Gospel.) 


The basic issue therefore is one of translation, as in the cases of Acts 3:13, 26, 4:27, 30 — see Section 
10.8 - rather than textual variation. The issue may be set out as follows. 


The reading of the AV1611 is sometimes objected to on the grounds that “the kingdom of God” 
could not be “within” the tradition-bound Pharisees who were antagonistic to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
especially insofar as the Apostle Paul describes this kingdom as “righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost” Romans 14:17. Moreover, how could the Lord legitimately exhort His disciples 
in Matthew 6:33 to “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” if such a kingdom 
was already “within” them? 


It has on occasion been proposed therefore that the reading “in your midst” as found in the NWT 
etc., or even “among you” as in the JB, NJB, should be preferred as a means of resolving this appar- 
ent dilemma. Such a reading is said to draw attention to the Lord Himself, as Heir Apparent to the 
throne of this kingdom, because He was literally in the midst of His hearers at the moment of speak- 
ing. This alternative rendering would then point to a fulfilment of the prophecies of Luke 1:32, 33, 
which Gabriel had delivered to Mary and deflect any possibility that “the kingdom” could pertain to 
a Pharisaic religious system, which has its obvious modern counterpart in the form of Roman Ca- 
tholicism. 


The scripture readily acknowledges the Kingship of the Lord Jesus Christ, Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 
21:5, John 18:36, 37 and the prophecies of Luke 1:32, 33 will have their literal fulfilment in Him. 
However, Luke 17:20 indicates that “the kingdom of God cometh not with observation” which in 
turn shows that the reference in Luke 17:21 is not primarily to the Lord Himself as a contemporary 
visible ruler — although He will be such, Revelation 11:17, 18. 
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Any kingdom, by definition, must of course have a ruler, whose duty it is to “reign” Luke 19:12, 14 
and a ruler who abides by scripture “must be just, ruling in the fear of God” 2 Samuel 23:3 but as 
Matthew 6:33 and Romans 14:17 indicate, “the kingdom of God” is associated with inner right- 
eousness and therefore “the fear of God” must also be inward. Even in the Old Testament, before 
the advent of the new birth, it was recognised that God’s rule should be internal and that the fear of 
Him was the means of resisting evil: 


“So did not I, because of the fear of God” Nehemiah 5:15b. 


“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding” Job 
28:28b. 


“And by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil” Proverbs 16:6b. 


David therefore prays “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” Psalm 139:23, 
24. Proverbs 20:27 reveals that the spirit of man is the means by which the Lord carries out this 
search: 


“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly”. Thus 
the Lord “lighteth every man that cometh into the world” John 1:9b. 


God’s internal ‘register’ of His fear and of the legitimacy of His righteous rule within the individual, 
upon which His “candle” throws light, includes the conscience and an innate sense of right and 
wrong, whether or not this sense is heeded, as Paul explains, with reference to an Old Testament set- 
ting: 


“For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which show the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing 
or else excusing one another” Romans 2:14, 15. 


Both Jew and Gentile possess this internal ‘register’ as shown in the incident of the woman caught in 
adultery: 


“And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, be- 
ginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in 
the midst” John 8:9. (The Greek construction of the phrase “in the midst” is similar to that of Luke 
24:36.) 


One may therefore associate the conscience with an innate sense of God’s standard of right and 
wrong, that He illuminates by means of the spirit of man, even in an unsaved person, thus bearing 
witness to His intrinsic right of ruler-ship over that individual, a right established originally by the 
act of creation, Genesis 2:7. 


In that sense, “the kingdom of God is within you” Luke 17:21 and this kingdom is totally foreign 
to any system of ritualistic religious observances, such as either Roman Catholicism or 1“ century 
Pharisaism. Whether or not the individual submits to the rule of the kingdom or in effect is prepared 
to “seek...first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” Matthew 6:33 is a matter of the will. 


“For whosoever shall call upon the name shall be saved” Romans 10:13. 


“Whosover will, let him take the water of life freely” Revelation 22:17b 
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Appendix: Summary of AV1611 versus Modern Versions, “O Biblios” Chapter 7 
Table Al 
Chapter 7 Old Testament Readings, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT Agreement 


| 6 | Genesis 20:10 | Genesis 49:6 __| _ Genesis 20:10 | __ Genesis 49:6 _| 
| 8 | Deuteronomy 16:21 | _1 Samuel 14:27 _| Deuteronomy 16:21 | _1 Samuel 14:27 _| 
| 9 | 1 Samuel 14:27 | 1 Samuel 14:29 | 1 Samuel 14:27 | 1 Samuel 14:29 | 
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Table A1, Continued 


| 58 | Habakkuk 2:5 | Zechariah 13:6 | Malachil:3 | | 
| 59 | Zechariah 13:6 | Malachil:3 | | 
| 60 | Malachil:3 | | S S 
| | CCC‘) AV | With AVio11 | With AVi611 | 
a es ees ee 
Pp | |  Genesis3:5_ | Daniel 9:5 | Genesis 3:5 
po amie 96 | Daniel 9:5 
po aie 9:6 
See ee 
| | | Agreement | % Agreement | % Agreement _| 
Pp | CT NIW/JB/NJB_ | NIV/NWT _| NIV/JB/NJB/NWT | 

, ees 


Notes on Table Al 


1. The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB against the AV1611 in 58 of the 60 verses 
that Table A1 lists or 97%. Only readings that are the same for the JB, NJB have been included 
in the calculation. Hosea 13:9 is excluded because the NJB agrees with the AV1611 in this 
verse. 


2. The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the NWT against the AV1611 in 58 of the 60 verses that 
Table A1 lists or 97%. 


3. The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB, NWT against the AV1611 in 56 of the 60 
verses that Table A1 lists or 93%. Again, Hosea 13:9 is excluded from the calculation. 
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Table A2 
Chapter 7 New Testament Readings, NIV, JB, NJB, NWT Agreement 


Majority Mss. | NIV/JB/NJB NIV/NWT NIV/JB/NJB/NWT 


Matt. 9:18 
Matt. 11:23 
Matt. 12:40 
Matt. 14:33 
10 Matt. 16:3 
u Matt. 17:21 
12 Matt. 18:11 
13 Matt. 19:16 
14 Matt. 19:17 
15 Matt. 20:7 
16 Matt. 20:16 
17 Matt. 20:20 
18 Matt. 20:22 
19 Matt. 20:23 
20 Matt. 23:14 
21 Matt. 27:4 
22 Matt. 27:35 
23 Mark 1:2 
24 Mark 5:6 
25 Mark 6:11 
26 Mark 6:20 
27 Mark 9:29 
28 Mark 9:44 
29 Mark 9:46 
30 Mark 10:24 
31 Mark 13:14 
32 Mark 14:68, JB 
33 Mark 15:28 
34 Mark 15:39 
35 Mark 16:9, JB 
36 Mark 16:10, JB 
37 Mark 16:11, JB 
38 Mark 16:12, JB 
39 Mark 16:13, JB 
40 Mark 16:14, JB 
Al Mark 16:15, JB 
42 Mark 16:16, JB 
43 
44 
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Table A2, Continued 


| 60 | Luke 9:55 | Luke 9:56 | Luke 11:2 | Luke9:56 |  Lukell:4 | 
| 66 | Luke 17:36 | Luke 23:42 | Luke 23:42 | Luke 23:38 | Luke 24:42 
| 68 | Luke 23:42 | John 1:3 |  Johni:3 | Luke 24:42 |  Johni:18 | 
| 69 | Luke 24:42 | John 1:14 | Johni:14 |  Johni:3 | John 3:13, NIB _ | 
| 80 | John8:1 |  John8:3 | John 8:4, JB | _ John8:5 | John 8:8, JB 
| 86 | John8:7 | John 8:9 | John 8:10, JB | John 8:11 | John 10:15 
| 89 | John 8:10 | John 9:35 | John 10:14 | John 10:15 | Acts 3:13 
| 90 | John 8:11 | John 10:14 | John 10:15 |  Acts2:30_ |  Acts3:26 | 
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Table A2, Continued 


| 96 | Acts3:13 | Acts 4:27 | Acts 4:30 |  Acts8:37 |  Acts15:34 | 
| 98 | Acts4:27 | Acts 15:34 | Acts9:5 | Acts 9:6 | Acts 17:26 | 
| 99 | Acts4:30_ | Acts 16:31 | Acts9:6 | Acts 15:34 | Acts 23:9 | 
| 125 | Heb.3:6 | lJohn4:9 | 2 Peter 1:20 | 1John5:8 | č | 
|126 | James5:16 | Rev.22:14 | 1John4:3 | Rev.22:14 | č | 
|127 | 1Peter 1:22 | Rev.22:19_ | 1John4:9 | Rev.22:19 | | 
[128 | 2Peter1:20 | | 1Jom57 | | ooo 
[129| 1Jom4:3 | | IJom58 | | 
[130| 1Jom4:9 | | Re.2214 | Jo 
131| 1Jom57 | | Re.2219 | | 
[132 | ibis | e i a o 
433 | Rev.22:14 | Jo o T e 
[134 | Rev.2219 | 
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Table A2, Continued 


NIV/JB/NJB NIV/NWT | NIV/JB/NJB/NWT 


| || Minority Mss. | With AV1611 | With AV1611 With AV1611 


nm 

a f Maat. 27:35 | Matt. 2:11, NIV |  Matt.6:7 | Matt. 2:11 
2 | [| eke 17:36 | Mark 7:16 | Johni:18 |  Mat.67 | 
3 | Acts 8:37 | John5:4 | John3:16 |  Mark7:16 | 
Al ts 95 John 3:18 | John 1:18 
ps | ts 96 THe 3:6 | John 3:16 
6 | Sohn 5:7 eter 1:20 | John 3:18 
a| ohn 5:8 | Toh 4:9 |  Jobn54 | 
Pep eb 326 
pf J 2 Peter 1:20 


iin 9 


Majority Mss. | NIV/JB/NJB_| _NIV/NWT __| NIV/JB/NJB/NWT 


Notes on Table A2 


1. 


The majority of primary sources i.e. manuscripts, versions and fathers support 127 AV1611 
readings of the 134 that Table A2 lists or 95%. This would be typical for any equivalent com- 
parison of AV1611 readings with primary sources. 


The 7 verses listed under Minority Mss. are those found in only in a minority of primary 
sources. However, they are not ‘Alexandrian’ readings and are well-authenticated as Chapter 7 
shows. 


The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB against the AV1611 in 104 of the 134 verses 
that Table A2 lists or 78%. Only readings that are the same for the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs and 
the JB, NJB against the AV1611 have been included in the calculation. Matthew 2:11 where the 
NIVs read with the AV1611, Mark 7:16, John 5:4 where the JB, NJB read with the AV1611 are 
excluded. Mark 14:68, 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11 are excluded because of the JB, NJB, only the 
JB is definite that these verses are not scripture. John 3:13, 5:3 are excluded because of the JB, 
NJB, only the NJB departs from the AV1611. If Mark 14:68, 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11, John 
3:13, 5:3 are included in the evaluation then the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB or the 
NJB against the AV1611 in 131 of the 134 verses that Table A1 lists or 98%. 


The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the NWT against the AV1611 in 127 of the 134 verses 
that Table A2 lists or 95%. 


The 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB, NJB, NWT against the AV1611 in 97 of the 134 
verses that Table A2 lists or 72%. If Mark 14:68, 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11, John 3:13, 5:3 are 
included in the evaluation then the 1978, 1984, 2011 NIVs agree with the JB or the NJB and the 
NWT against the AV1611 in 124 of the 134 verses that Table A1 lists or 93% i.e. the NIV is a 
Rome/Watchtower ‘bible.’ 


